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President's Message 
  By Kerry O’Brien 
 

 
Hello All, 
 
Yay! Finally riding weather! Happy to hear people are getting 
out to condition their horses since we’ve got two poker rides 
coming up! Things are shaping up nicely for both. We’ll be 
needing volunteers for a clean up ride a couple of weeks before 

the June 1st Share The Trails Ride at Mud Springs. Contact Kathe Hayes for that and 
other volunteer opportunities for that ride. MVBCH is proud to be an active participant 
and supporter of efforts toward education and cooperation with other stakeholders, 
hence our Mission Statement… “Keeping Trails Open For Everyone.”  
 
The MVBCH Poker Ride is shaping up to be a bigger event than usual.  We have the go 
ahead to hold it at Transfer in Upper Chicken Creek June 22 and we are able to offer 
camping!  Rumor has it there will be a Friday night ride, Saturday night Dutch oven 
cookout. Other things being discussed include geo caching and entertainment.  
 
I want to extend thanks to both our new board, which is showing a great “can do” spirit 
and our members for getting behind these events.  
 
We saw a nice return on left over tack sale items that Ann Street-Joslyn generously 
hauled off to the Suckla Auction. Thanks to Wayne and Nihla for getting a great 
container placed at IFA for twine. When I was there last week it was already half full!  
Trailer has been inventoried, we’re working on organizing and solidifying our 
marketing and media materials and Kathe has educational programs lined up through 
most of the rest of the year, so don’t miss those general meetings, 7pm the second Tues 
of each month at First National Bank of Cortez. So far the snack volunteers have been 
doing a yummy job on the 6:30 Happy Half Hour.  See you there May 14th! 
 
Cheers, 
 
Kerry O'Brien 

MVBCH President  
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MVBCH MEETING MINUTES 

       April 9, 2019 

    Draft (Excerpt) 
  Veronica Voelker, Secretary 

 
7pm Call to Order (1 min)  
● 7:01 Bonnie started presentation 
 Program: Bonnie Loving; Weed Toxicity in Horses 
7:45 Program Q&A 
 

● 7:43 general meeting called to order 

8 pm Approval of March 12, 2019 meeting minutes (2 min)  
● Meeting minutes approved with no objections. 

8:02 Approval of Agenda (1 min) 
● Agenda approved with no objections. 

8:03 President chooses volunteers to read ground rules and timing  
 ~Read ground rules (1 min) 
 ~Choose volunteer facilitator/timer 
  *Times are listed on agenda (give 1 min warning) 
8:04 Vote on Bylaws – (10 min) 

● 2019 revised bylaws approved with no objections. 
 
8:14 President: Old business; Trailer update/Tack Sale-Suckla Auction/ No Manual for Tack Sale/Alternative meeting dates-no  (5 
min) 

● A decision was made to store trailer at Kerry’s and Sue and Kerry will do an inventory and update list. 
 
 Committee Reports 
8:19 Treasurer Report – Lyn Rowley: Present 2019 budget for member approval (3 min) 

Budget was presented and approved at last meeting, so Lyn only gave current Treasurer’s Report. 
8:21 Public Lands Report – Kerry: (10 min)  Kerry gave handout with report 
8:31 Education – (Kerry) CPR-  Possible Gaia/Cotrails/Share the Trails Event-need volunteers  for event and also for trail pickup 
in April/May(5 min) Slide: STT Ride (not actually shown - new slide to be distributed once revised one received) 
8:36 Social – Sue Grabbe (3 min) Sue asked for volunteers for May meeting for food - Veronica and Ted volunteered. 
  
8:39 Service – Need Chair -Wayne: Update on Twine Project; Nyla – Donation cage (5 min) 

Bill-Crosscut at Ag Expo 
8:44 Volunteer Hour Coordinator – Need volunteer (1 min) 
 No volunteers to fill the recent opening of this position. 
8:45 Newsletter – Lyn: Submissions? (1 min) Lyn needs submissions by 4/15 
8:46 Media/Marketing – Veronica (1 min) Will meet with Kerry & Tif 
 
  
 ~Action items and their volunteers 

● Ted to renew CPR so he can attend chainsaw certification 
● Ted, Veronica, Wayne and Barbara to help with the MVBCH poker ride in June 
● Wayne to volunteer for the “Share the Trails” poker ride at Mud Springs 
● Ted and Veronica to provide snacks at the May 12th MVBCH general meeting 
● Veronica to meet with Kerry & Tif re:marketing 

 
 ~Agenda items for next meeting - none suggested 

● Meeting adjourned at 8:42  
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Sand Canyon parking is available!  MVBCH appealed to BLM back in 2010 when we lost our horse 
trailer parking.  It has been a long road but it has actually happened!  Thank you to all of our members 
who stuck it out over years, attended meetings, supported our letter writing campaign and helped on 
the trail and with visitor contacts.  The process is long, but our commitment and dedication to BCH and 
what it stands for is worth it.  If you haven't visited the new parking area yet, please do.  Also, 
remember, this is one of the few sites with a sign-in box.  Please be sure to sign in and list "HORSES" 
so they know we're using the trails! 
 
Transportation and Access Planning (TAP1) on BLM lands is out for La Plata, Archuleta and 
Montezuma Counties.  Scoping is underway and replies are due by May 22.  Visit go.usa.gov/xE6ZU to 
read the documents and comment on what you prefer.  Mesa Verde BCH will be doing an in-depth 

analysis and comment as we've done in the past.  We'll get information and solicitations out to members for 
discussion.  This will also be discussed at our May meeting. 
 
Our agency meetings went extremely well.  We have many things on the table, along with upcoming trainings that our 
agency provides (one of the few chapters in the state with this great agency relationship).  More to come.  Our Poker 
Ride is June 22, with camping offered for the weekend.  We need volunteers to help, so let me know what you can do.   
 
Our BCHA BOD meeting in Asheville, NC, April 8-10 was amazing.  I'll have a more detailed write-up soon but I wanted to 
share with you a small part of what I learned.  The value of succession planning for chapters, states and national is vital to 
the success of our organization.  We individually are not in competition with each other.  We should all be complimenting 
and helping each other.  When I wanted to do an LNT presentation last year, I called up a Montana member and said, I 
love your LNT books, can I get some?  He sent me an entire box of what they produced.  From business cards to 
advertising to membership development, fundraisers, and so much more, we should be helping each other succeed, 
because that will ensure the success of Back Country Horsemen of America.  We are united.  Our past chair put in place 
folks she thought would help the organization grow.  We should be doing that across the board.  Chapter leaders, be sure 
to help your successors succeed and newbies, take direction from those that have been around the block.  CO was well 
represented with two directors at the BCHA BoD meeting, and we actively participated and voted on several issues, along 
with attending committee meetings.  Visit our national site, bcha.org, for new information and updated material. 
 
Our next BCHCO BOD meeting is August 3 in Buena Vista.  Members are always welcome.  If you'd like to attend and 
want more information, reach out.  Love to have you! 
 
We are looking into getting some of these decals made for carsonite signs on trails we 
maintain.  This design was suggested by our local agency.  What do you think?  Wouldn't it be 
great to get our name out there?  We're also planning to get our wood signs given to us by the 
Forest Service a couple/few years ago installed on our adopted trails.  Come help!  Where we 
plan to place the signs, you don't need a horse to get there, you can hike in!  Stay tuned for 
more information... 
 
mesaverdehorsemen.com 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MesaVerdeBCH 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BCHCO/ 
bchcolorado.org 
bcha.org 
 
Tif Rodriguez 

MVBCH Public Lands Chair  
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.usa.gov%2FxE6ZU&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9c18e92511774fac636108d6c78521df%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636915771937496481&sdata=Ui7g9ZTCRMfGPbM5WDHbGQYieO6bEVIMYxswKSysij0%3D&reserved=0
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June 1, 2019, is National Trails Day! 

 
“National Trails Day is the only nationally coordinated event 
designed to unite all muscle-powered trail activities with the goal of 
connecting more people to trails.”   American Hiking Society 
 
San Juan Mountains Association, sjma.org, is sponsoring a 
Share The Trails event and Mesa Verde BCH is enthusiastically 

supporting this effort!  Come join us for a fun filled day of multiple use – horses, bikes, motorized, 
giveaways, poker run and so much more.  Many groups are coming together to make this event a 
success, including lunch provided by our local 4H group!  Final details are being worked out, so save 
the date.  We also might need another hand or two, so please contact Kathe Hayes, 

kathayes@frontier.net, or Tif Rodriguez, LRodri0202@cs.com, and let us know if you can help.  

 

 
We had a great turnout for our training.  Cortez 
Fire did a great job.  CPR is much simpler to 
perform than it used to be!  There was also some 
discussion of purchasing an AED 
machine.  Should we?  More discussion to 
come.  10 of our members renewed their 
certification.  Hopefully we won't have to use our 
skills, but if something happens, we can and are 
able.  Thank you, dedicated volunteers, for your 
time and commitment to BCH! 
 
(Thank you, Judith, for looking into this for us.) 
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2019 Ag Expo Crosscut Sawing 
 

The first year we had 90 kids, second year 96 and this year 114 that went 

through this event. 

 

On the 16th of March, 2019 MVBCH sponsored the 3rd year of crosscut sawing 

for youth. 

 

With the gracious help of 4CBCH members the event was a great success with 

114 youngsters sawing rounds from aspen logs and then branding them with 

their choice of branding iron designs. 

 

The members of the BCH clubs had the kids sign in, their guardians sign a 

release, then send the youths or BCH members supervising and assisting the sawing.  The rounds were 

then taken by the youths to the branding station where choices of brands were made.  Our branders 

heated the irons and with the youth assisting, branded the rounds with one or more designs.  The kids 

then proceeded to the stove zone where they made and ate smores. 

 

Without listing which of the tree local BCH clubs the workers belonged to, I list them with my great 

appreciation for their work. 

Dale and Peggy Wilson, Keith Bean, Larry Doizer, Dan'l Wand, Judith Franklin, Lyn Rowley, Art and Pat 

Berg, Todd Rodas, Judy Hurley, Tif Rodriguez and Vern Jahnke. 

 

To each of them I give my thanks and respect. 

 

Bill Gilbert  

Meeting Corner: 

May 14th MVBCH Monthly Meeting, Social 6:30, 

Meeting 7:00; 1st National Bank, Cortez CO 

Thank you! 

Ann Street-Joslin for your work in selling our left-over 

tack at the Suckla Auction! 

Greetings MVBCH Members:  As of right now, Montezuma Veterinary Clinic does have rattlesnake antivenom 

available for dogs or horses. Vibrant Pet does have it available for dogs.  

    There is a rattlesnake vaccine for dogs that can be given as a prevention.   It is prepared specifically for the toxin of the 

Western Diamondback rattlesnake. It has some cross reactivity to other toxic snakes. It can decrease the symptoms, speed 

recovery and decrease tissue necrosis. The severity of symptoms also depends on the amount of venom injected by the 

bite and the location of the bite.  The vaccine for horses is expensive and I don’t know of anyone locally that carries 

it.  Contact your veterinarian for more information . 

Susan Grabbe, DVM 
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We have access to hard plastic cattle supplement feed tubs (see sample) that 
are for sale. They are FREE. These make great planting containers, camping 
horse waterers and/or feed, etc.  Give us a call at 970.533.9057 and we will 
make the necessary arrangements.   
Jan and Bill Gilbert. 

Sell!  Sell!  Sell! 
It’s time to renew your ad and get new vendors’ ads for 2019! 

You can have your business card placed in our newsletter.  $15.00 for members and $25.00 for non-

members per year.  Tell your friends and associates. 

 

Have anything of a personal nature – tack, horse, saddles – to sell or find a home for?  Members can have 

your personal ad in our newsletter for free.  Non-members $25.00 minimum for 6 months.  
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MVBCH MONTHLY CALENDAR 

 
Area Calendar 

   
 May 18 – CO Public Lands Day 
 June 1 – National Trails Day – Mud Springs 
 July 20-21 – Natrac – Chicken Creek (Transfer) 
 August 10 – Escalante Days 
 September 14 – 2019 Mustang Rally Poker Trail Ride and Obstacle Challenge JMHA, Bloomfield NM 
 September 28 – National Public Lands Day 

 

Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen 

Mission Statement 

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back country and wilderness. 

2. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.  

3. To assist the various government and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said 

resource. 

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by 

horsemen and the general public commensurate with our heritage 

5. To foster and encourage individuals to join and participate in their local, State, and National Back 

Country Horsemen organization 
  

May 2019 

14th –Monthly meeting, 1st National 

Bank, Cortez 

17th – Monthly Board meeting.  10:00 – 

11:30 Coffee Bean, Cortez 

 

June 2019 

1st – National Trails Day – Mud Springs 

9th – Monthly Meeting, 1st National 

Bank, Cortez 

21st – Monthly Board Meeting – 10:00 – 

11:30 Coffee Bean, Cortez 

22nd – MVBCH Poker Ride 

29th – Poker Ride rain date  

July 2019 

9th– Monthly Meeting, 1st National Bank, 

Cortez 

 

August 2019 

13th – Monthly Meeting 1st National 

Bank, Cortez  

September 2019 

10th – Monthly meeting – 1st National 

Bank, Cortez 

October 2019 

8th– Monthly meeting – 1st National Bank, 

Cortez 

 

KEEP AN EYE ON THE 

NEW AND IMPROVED 

WEB SITE! 
www.mesaverdehorsemen.com 
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Names(s)________________________________________Occupation:______________________________ ___ 
 
Name(s)_________________________________________Occupation__________________________________ 
Mailing 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:___________________ Other:___________________ *E-mail:___________________________________ 
 
Referred By:  ______________________________________ (Please list how you heard of us!) 
 

*INCLUDING YOUR EMAIL HERE, GIVES YOUR CONSENT TO RECEIVE MVBCH EMAIL BLASTS, AS WELL AS 
YOUR CONSENT TO SEND IT TO OUR NATIONAL BCHA ORGANIZATION FOR THEIR MAILING LIST.  

 

Type of Membership (check):   New   Renewal  

  Individual $33   Family $38   Associate/Business $38    

Youth $9 (under 18 accompanied by guardian/sponsor)  
 

(Memberships paid October-December include the rest of the current year & all of the next year) 
 

Please indicate the Committee/s you'd like to serve on:    Education     Fundraising  Membership 

        Social     Trail Work    Public Affairs  
 
Would you be willing to be the COMMITTEE CHAIR? ____Yes  
 
Please make checks payable to: MVBCH or Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen  
Mail to: MVBCH, P.O. Box 812, Cortez, CO 81321 
 

LIABILITY RELEASE:  As per Colorado Revised Statute 13-21-119, an equine activity sponsor shall not be liable 
for an injury to or the death of a participant resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities. No participant or 
participant's representative shall make any claim against, maintain an action against, or recover from an equine 
activity sponsor or any other person for injury, loss, damage, or death of the participant resulting from any of the 
inherent risks of equine activities. I (We) release the Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen, its officers, directors, 
members and agents of any and all liability which may arise as a result of injury to my (our) person or property 
that may be sustained in connection with the Chapter's activities.  

 
PHOTO RELEASE:  I (We) agree to the use of my (our) images taken at Chapter activities and events to be published in 
the monthly newsletter, on the web site, in Chapter scrapbooks and/or at any Chapter function.  

Yes   No  
 
Signed:__________________________________________________________ Date:_______________________  
 
Signed:___________________________________________________________Date:______________________ 

 
Signed:___________________________________________________________Date:______________________ 

 
(All persons 18 years and older included in this membership form must sign this release 

Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen 

2019 Membership Form 


