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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Ted Voelker

I hope everyone is getting out and
going riding. We had a good work day
in August and reopened the Mavreeso
trail. We also had a nice camp trip off
the Dolores Norwood Rd. I was not
able to camp, but did join everyone for
breakfast Saturday morning, a good
ride during the day and then great food for dinner.
I would like to thank Tiff for organizing getting the concrete blocks for the manure
bin at Transfer Corrals camp ground. Also Keith for helping with picking them up
and hauling them. This was a joint project that we received grant money for and the
Forest Service was onsite to unload and set the concrete blocks in place. Now there is
a place for people to put manure when cleaning up after their horses. There will be
more news, stay tuned. Thanks again to everyone for making this happen.

Web Site Support
Tif Rodriguez

The next work day is September 12th 2020. We are planning to work on the Goble
trail again. It is very likely there are more trees down and the trail could use a lot of
brush work. We can meet at the park at the west end of Dolores at 9:00 am and go to
the trail. Bring a lunch and plenty of water.

Mesa Verde Back
Country Horsemen
P.O. Box 812
Cortez, CO 81321

The next meeting will be on September 21st at Kathe Hayes house. I hope to see you
there.

www.mesaverdehorsemen.com
mvbchorsemen@yahoo.com

Ted
503-927-1681
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Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen
General meeting Minutes
August 18, 2020 - DRAFT
Veronica Voelker, Secretary

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm. It was held
at Nilha McCabe’s house. Ted began the meeting by
discussing trail work. The Mavreeso work day went
well. 4 trees were cut out. The next trail work day will be in September and he wants to go
back to Goble, since there are probably more trees down due to high winds. It is estimated that
they cut out at least 60 trees on the prior Goble workday. Due to Covid restrictions, there is a
limit of 10 people that can be on a work day.
The next meeting venue was discussed. Kathe Hayes volunteered her house for our next
meeting.
We are still looking forward to putting together two scholarships for local seniors who go into
public lands, forestry, etc. We would like some people to step up. Ted and Lyn will be getting
together and would like others to join them in organizing this.
Twine recycling was discussed. Alan Story is doing a great job of collecting and storing the
twine. Kathe Hayes is looking to where we can store and sell it so we don’t have so far to
travel. The next load is going out September 15th. Al Gram will be taking it to Phoenix when
he visits his daughter. Thanks, Al!!
The Transfer project is moving along. We will be getting the blocks to set up the manure bin.
Tif is looking into coordinating that with Forestry. More to come.
Lyn gave the treasurer’s report. It was accepted as presented.
Discussion was held on having a camp out. If the fire ban is lifted, Curly suggested a camp out
and Dutch Oven Cook-out. We will be putting out the word in a separate email for the weekend
following this meeting. If there is a fire ban, we will have the cookout on a propane stove!!!
The meeting adjourned at 7:36 PM
Respectfully submitted,
Lyn Rowley for Veronica Voelker
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Tif Rodriguez, Public Lands Chair
Following is the letter submitted on behalf of MVBCH for the Summit
Lake Access.
August 28, 2020

Bureau of Land Management
Tres Rios Field Office
Attn: Summit Ridge Parking Area Project
29211 Highway 184, Dolores, CO 81323
In Reply: 6500 (LLCOS0100) RE: DOI-BLM-CO-SO10-2020-0038-EA
To Whom It May Concern,
On behalf of the Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen, thank you for the
opportunity to comment on the Summit Ridge public access and parking area
project.
In the state of Colorado we have over 200,000 horses living statewide, making us the ninth largest state in
terms of horse population. We have approximately 698,000 acres of land in Colorado used for horse-related
purposes. Our direct contribution to the GDP is approximately $953 million, a monumental economic impact
of our horse industry in Colorado. 1
We are in support of gaining this access, as you know, being involved and looking for ways to do this for many
years. Specific points:
• All-weather gravel parking area would be great.
• Wide support for horse trailer parking; please be sure adequate space for truck and trailer maneuvering.
• We support the seasonal wildlife closure from 12/1-4/30 each year.
• We support the approved activities, with an emphasis on equestrian use per the BLM Cortez Special
Recreation Management Area (SRMA) designation. We understand that SRMA's are BLM public land areas that
require special management due to existing or desired recreational activities that occur there. SRMA's have
been identified by the Public as important places for various types of recreation. BLM policy requires that each
SRMA have a distinct boundary and map. This area of Summit Lake was designated many years ago to have an
equestrian use emphasis; we wholeheartedly support this.
• We also love the idea of no trails being cut in, being able to enjoy the open space and wildness of the
terrain.
Thank you for your work in maintaining access to and preserving our public lands. If there is anything we can
do to assist, let us know.
Sincerely,
Latifia Rodriguez
MVBCH Public Lands Chair
970-882-3477
1. Information provided by the American Horse Council, Copyright 2017
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Mesa Verde BCH Preserving A Bit of History - Chapter 3!
We did it! Mesa Verde BCH strikes again. We applied for a BCHA trails grant at the beginning of this year and were
partially successful in our ask. The grant wasn't quite what we were hoping for, so we had to do some other fundraising
efforts, but despite COVID-19 and the wonky year that is 2020, we were able to get this project done! Our grant asked for
funds to help install a manure bin at the newly renovated Transfer Horse Camp in Mancos, CO, on the San Juan National
Forest. For those familiar who have been following this story, and those that are new to the game, check out these links
for previous articles on this ongoing project.
https://www.bcha.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/BCHA-winter-WEB-VERSION-final-1-2-19.pdf - Page 6
https://www.bcha.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/BCHA-winter-WEB-VERSION-FINAL.pdf - Page 8
We ordered some
one block high for
an
some heavy duty
truck!) Although the
pounds EACH. We
picked up six. Our
blocks for us. They have
make this more of a
everyone is really happy
see in this pic and their
pulled in to unload the
an awesome job that was and is being done.

concrete redi-blocks for the project. The bin will be
now. When I tell you these blocks are heavy, that's
understatement. Luckily some of our members have
equipment! (Check out that beauty of a
blocks don't look like much, they weigh about 1,720
ordered what our agency recommended and we
agency folks met us up at Transfer and offloaded the
been incredible to work with and are really trying to
destination site than it already is. For the most part,
and impressed with the new corrals. The horses you
owners just got to the site to camp right before we
blocks. They couldn't thank all of us enough for what

The agency is adding two more corrals, approximately 16 x 12 each,
one on
each side of what's there, for those folks that have horses that need
some
alone time. :-) That will make a total of seven corrals. Prior to the
renovation, there were three. Can you believe it? Bryce, the FS
employee in charge of campgrounds on our district, has been busy
upgrading the campground sites. There used to be four sites and a
group
picnic area. Now there will be five sites designated for horse
camping. Each site has its own fire pit and picnic table. We are in
negotiations on maintenance of the site, those details to be worked
out. Signs have been ordered so folks will know where the manure bin
is. Eventually a partnership sign will also be installed, showing our partnership with the Forest Service and Rocky
Mountain, the concessionaire that helps manage the site.
What an accomplishment. Years in the making and partnerships is what it's all
about.
Some rules of the road:
-Camping in designated sites only
-No highlining or electric fence within the campground
-Use designated corrals only
-Be sure to fill out and pay for use of the site with the designated dropbox
-Soon some sites will be reservable and some first come, first serve
-Please Leave No Trace
-Please clean up after your horse and you
-Please encourage non horse campers to use the campground across the
road for those without stock
-If the campground is full, there is quite a lot of disbursed camping available nearby
Keep up the great work and dedication Mesa Verde BCH members! We appreciate you.
Tif Rodriguez, Mesa Verde BCH Public Lands Chair
P.S. Get involved in our chapter and stay tuned for a feature article on Target Tree horse camp and its status in next
month's news.
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Camping Trip August 14th – 16th
What a great time we had. Turns out we had 4 trailers camping and 2 day riders. Tif and I went
up Thursday to try to reserve our spot, but it was already taken. We found another one just up
the road that turned out nice and accommodated all of those who came. So glad we went early,
since on Thursday and Friday other campers drove by looking for a spot!
Had nice rides Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Ted came up early on Saturday and made his
famous pancakes before our ride. We had a great dinner on Saturday – two Dutch Ovens –
made by Ted and Tif and great desserts by Wanda Martin (who gratiously agreed to entertain us
with her guitar and singning after dinner).
Veggie trays (fresh from Al’s garden) and dips
were also available to all.
Check out the pics – lots of fun!! Let’s plan
another one soon.
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Our Anticipated Ride on the Kilpacker Trail
Imagine our excitement that we FINALLY have a day to ride our favorite wilderness access. We had a late
night the night before, but NOTHING was going to stop us from enjoying this day. After all, I (Tif) had just been
up to another horse campground several weeks ago to explore. Luckily I was kayaking and camping, doing a
recon, and I didn't haul my horses and rig almost THREE HOURS to get there, to find that the entire equestrian
campground was FILLED WITH NONEQUESTRIANS. Really? Yes, really. Anyway, now we’re back here, on
our beloved San Juan. So I finagled a riding partner (mom), so as not to go by myself and worry my husband;
mom is always willing partner in crime and a best riding companion said, I'M IN, let's go. YES! We aspired to
leave by 7:30 a.m. Okay, lofty aspirations. We changed that to 8:00 a.m., ok not quite 8:00 – maybe 8:30!!
Got loaded up and off we went. We were tired, long days previous, but man, we were so looking forward to
this day. In our minds on the way up, “what a long drive, will we have the wherewithal to continue to do this in
the future or is this our last trip up here?” All the way up on the more than an hour ride we bantered about our
horses, what we've been up to -- despite popular opinion we don't see each other all that much -- and couldn't
wait to embark on today's journey. Riding in wilderness, reaching our beloved waterfall to have lunch, just
enjoying an area that we have enjoyed for almost 20 years.
Coming around the switchback, after a long,
boardy road, I caught a glimpse of vehicles. I
probably campers in another spot. I make the
going to be pi$@ed. Well, yeah, we couldn't
trailhead was packed with cars and
CARS. As the lower trailhead wasn't enough
ILLEGAL CAMPING and ILLEGAL PARKING
enough to find a spot to turn around -- yes,
Navajo Lake trailhead, where there are signs
RECOMMENDED FOR VEHICLES PULLING

windy, narrow and washthought, no, can't be, that's
comment, if we can't park, I'm
park. The upper section of the
campers. Yes, CAMPERS and
for cars, not to mention
on the road. We were lucky
turn around on a road beyond
that cautioned, NOT
TRAILERS. Wow.

Today was just another stark reminder that
my age, our public spaces and public lands
over the years that people don't want to do
want to ride, well, eventually that will be an

when my daughter gets to be
will be gone. After reveling
the work, do the advocacy, just
impossibility.

I love BCHA, all that it stands for, why it was formed, all that it has done for almost 50 years, preserving our
historic saddle and pack stock for future generations. Such a shame that folks don't see the tremendous work
this organization does locally and nationwide. Someday public lands will be gone -- or overrun by users that
are gaining momentum while horseback riding, packing, etc., is dwindling -- so that we don't have access.
So the day wasn’t a total loss, we ended up riding Willow Divide for a bit.
Rant over.
Lyn Rowley and Tif Rodriguez
Click on the link for more pictures
https://photos.app.goo.gl/xe9dbTquidaPbhEq7
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Meeting Corner:
September 15, 2020
6:30 Happy Half Hour, 7:00 Meeting

Kathe Hayes Home
21471 Rd S, Cortez 81321

Note the baby lion cub carried by elephant to a pool
of water in the heat!

Now is the time to renew your membership for 2020. You can renew at the
meeting (bring the application below) or online on our web site at
www.mesaverdehorsemen.com
A new membership form must be completed each year.

Twine Recycling Continues for MVBCH
Be on the lookout for our new banners that will be posted on our twine recycling
bins as soon as they come, which should be by the end of the month. We are
continuing this wonderful project. Thanks to those that are working on it, making
donations and spreading the word. More information will be forthcoming and
advertising done.
A BIG THANK YOU TO
Collection bins are located at:
ALAN STORY FOR THE
Basin Coop
TIRELESS EFFORT OF
16032 Highway 491
COLLECTING AND
Cortez, CO 81321
STORING OUR TWINE
THIS YEAR!
IFA
10501 Highway 491
THANK YOU AL GRAM
Cortez, CO 81321
FOR HAULING THE
TWINE TO ARIZONA!
Spread the word!
MVBCH BOARD

9

Sell! Sell! Sell!
It’s time to renew your ad and get new vendors’ ads for 2019!
You can have your business card placed in our newsletter. $15.00 for members and $25.00 for nonmembers per year. Tell your friends and associates.
Have anything of a personal nature – tack, horse, saddles – to sell or find a home for? Members can have
your personal ad in our newsletter for free. Non-members $25.00 minimum for 6 months.
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KEEP AN EYE ON THE NEW
AND IMPROVED WEB SITE!
www.mesaverdehorsemen.com

Go to the Web to sign up for Event
Participation, Membership
application and payment and
Donations!
McPhee Park Sign – McPhee Park

MVBCH MONTHLY CALENDAR
September 2020
12th – Trail Workday
15th – Monthly Meeting – Virtual or place
to be determined. 6:30 Happy Half
Hour; 7:00 meeting
26th – Social Ride
December 2020
15th Board Meeting - No Monthly
Meeting
THANKMAS PARTY - TBD

October 2020
10th – Trail Work Day
20th – Monthly Meeting
24th – Social Ride

November 2020
14th – Trail Work Day
17th – Monthly Meeting – 2021 Officer
Elections
28th – Trail Work Day

Area Calendar
2020
September 26 – Public Lands Day

Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen
Mission Statement
1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back country and wilderness.
2. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.
3. To assist the various government and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said
resource.
4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by
horsemen and the general public commensurate with our heritage
5. To foster and encourage individuals to join and participate in their local, State, and National Back
Country Horsemen organization
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2020 MVBCH CALENDAR
alendar
January 2020
Su Mo Tu We
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April 2020
Su Mo Tu We
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July 2020
Su Mo Tu We
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18
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October 2020
Su Mo Tu We Th
1
4
5
6
7
8
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Fr
2
9
16
23
30
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3
10
17
24
31

February 2020

March 2020

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
1
2
3
4
5
6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
1
2
3
4
5 6 7
8
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15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

May 2020

June 2020

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr
1
3
4
5
6
7 8
10 11 12 13 14 15
17 18 19 20 21 22
24 25 26 27 28 29
31

Sa
2
9
16
23
30

Su Mo
1
7
8
14 15
21 22
28 29

Tu We Th Fr Sa
2
3
4 5 6
9 10 11 12 13
16 17 18 19 20
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30

August 2020

September 2020

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
1
2
3
4
5
6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
1
2
3 4 5
6
7
8
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13 14 15 16 17 18 19
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November 2020

December 2020

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
1
2
3
4
5 6 7
8
9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
1
2
3 4 5
6
7
8
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20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

MONTHLY MEETINGS
AG EXPO
MVBCH POKER RIDE
TRAIL WORK DAYS
BCHCO RENDEVOUZ
MVBCH SOCIAL RIDES
BCHCO BOARD MEETING
BCHA – KANSAS CITY
NATRAC
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Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen
2020 Membership Form
You can also join and/or rejoin at
www.mesaverdehorsemen.com
Names(s)________________________________________Occupation:______________________________ ___
Name(s)_________________________________________Occupation__________________________________
Mailing
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:___________________ Other:___________________ *E-mail:___________________________________
Referred By: ______________________________________ (Please list how you heard of us!)
*INCLUDING YOUR EMAIL HERE, GIVES YOUR CONSENT TO RECEIVE MVBCH EMAIL BLASTS, AS WELL AS
YOUR CONSENT TO SEND IT TO OUR NATIONAL BCHA ORGANIZATION FOR THEIR MAILING LIST.
Type of Membership (check): New Renewal
 Individual $33 Family $38 Associate/Business $38
Youth $9 (under 18 accompanied by guardian/sponsor)
(Memberships paid October-December include the rest of the current year & all of the next year)

 Education
Social

Please indicate the Committee/s you'd like to serve on:

 Fundraising  Membership
 Trail Work  Public Affairs

Would you be willing to be the COMMITTEE CHAIR? ____Yes
Please make checks payable to: MVBCH or Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen
Mail to: MVBCH, P.O. Box 812, Cortez, CO 81321
LIABILITY RELEASE: As per Colorado Revised Statute 13-21-119, an equine activity sponsor shall not be liable
for an injury to or the death of a participant resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities. No participant or
participant's representative shall make any claim against, maintain an action against, or recover from an equine
activity sponsor or any other person for injury, loss, damage, or death of the participant resulting from any of the
inherent risks of equine activities. I (We) release the Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen, its officers, directors,
members and agents of any and all liability which may arise as a result of injury to my (our) person or property
that may be sustained in connection with the Chapter's activities.
PHOTO RELEASE: I (We) agree to the use of my (our) images taken at Chapter activities and events to be published in
the monthly newsletter, on the web site, in Chapter scrapbooks and/or at any Chapter function.
Yes  No
Signed:__________________________________________________________ Date:_______________________
Signed:___________________________________________________________Date:______________________
Signed:___________________________________________________________Date:______________________
(All persons 18 years and older included in this membership form must sign this release
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Big Game Hunting Planner
2020–2021 DEER, ELK, PRONGHORN, BEAR & MOOSE SEASON DATES — finalized in January each year
(Sheep and goat season dates are listed in their brochure.)
Season Dates Overview
Archery

2020

2021

Deer/elk (west of I-25 and Unit 140)
Plains deer (east of I-25, except Unit 140)

Sept. 2–Sept. 30
Oct. 1–23 and
Nov. 4–30 and
Dec. 15–31
Sept. 12–30
Aug. 15–31
Sept. 1–20

Sept. 2–Sept. 30
Oct. 1–29 and
Nov. 10–30 and
Dec. 15–31
Sept. 11–30
Aug. 15–31
Sept. 1–20

Sept. 12–20
Oct. 10–18
Sept. 21–29

Sept. 11–19
Oct. 9–17
Sept. 21–29

Moose
Limited elk
(1st season)
Deer/elk
(2nd season)
Deer/elk
(3rd season)
Limited deer/elk
(4th season)
Plains deer (east of I-25, except Unit 140)
Late plains deer (east of I-25, except Unit 140)

Oct. 1–14
Oct. 10–14
Oct. 24–Nov. 1
Nov. 7–13
Nov. 18–22
Oct. 24–Nov. 3
Dec. 1–14

Oct. 1–14
Oct. 16–20
Oct. 30–Nov. 7
Nov. 13–19
Nov. 24–28
Oct. 30–Nov. 9
Dec. 1–14

Rifle Pronghorn (by draw only)

Oct. 3–11

Oct. 2–10

Moose
Pronghorn (bucks only)
Pronghorn (either sex)

Muzzleloader (by draw only)
Deer/elk/moose
Plains deer (east of I-25, except Unit 140)
Pronghorn

Rifle Deer/Elk/Moose

Black Bear

2020

2021

September Rifle limited (by draw)
*Archery (over-the-counter and/or limited)
*Muzzleloader (over-the-counter and/or limited)
**Rifle (over-the-counter and/or limited)

Sept. 2–30
Sept. 2–30
Sept. 12–20

Sept. 2–30
Sept. 2–30
Sept. 11–19

2020 APPLICATION & DRAWS
Online and By Phone

PRIMARY DRAW
Big Game Limited-License Draw
Application Deadline

April 7, 2020 8:00 p.m. MT
(Applications Open March 1)

(see 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Deer/Elk rifle season dates above)

Payment Deadlines

NEW *Archery and Muzzleloader Add-On Bear licenses are available in unlimited numbers this year. Hunters can ‘add-on’
an over-the-counter bear license for archery or muzzleloader seasons if they hold a deer or elk license for the same method
of take and at least one unit overlaps. Look for the paw print in the regulation brochure.
NEW **Hunters do not need to hold a deer/elk license to purchase an over-the-counter rifle bear license.

Hunting and Fishing Regulation Brochures:
(updated and released annually):
Available online at cpw.state.co.us, at sales agents statewide and at CPW parks and offices.
*Big Game (Deer, Elk, Pronghorn, Bear & Moose)—Late February
*Sheep (Rocky Mountain & Desert Bighorn) & Goat—Late February
Fishing—Late February
Mountain Lion (online only)—Mid-March
State Recreation Lands—Late July
Small Game and Waterfowl—Mid-August
Small Game Walk-In Atlas—Late August
Late Cropland Walk-In Atlas—Late October
*Turkey—Mid-December

• May 15: Sheep & Goat
• June 19: Deer, Elk, Pronghorn,
Moose & Bear

NE

W! SECONDARY DRAW
Deer, Elk, Pronghorn & Bear
Limited-License Draw
Application Deadline

July 7, 2020 8:00 p.m. MT
(Applications Open June 5)

Payment Deadline
• July 29: Deer, Elk, Pronghorn, Bear

2020 OVER-THE-COUNTER
(OTC) LICENSES
Online, By Phone, In Person

Leftover Limited-Licenses

*Regulation brochures are mailed to those who applied for those species the previous year.
Nonresidents can request a mailed brochure online: cpw.state.co.us/brochures

On Sale—August 4, 2020 9:00 a.m. MT

NOTE: For more detailed information, see the regulation brochures online at
cpw.state.co.us/brochures or pick up a printed brochure at sales agents.

On Sale—August 6, 2020 9:00 a.m. MT

Unlimited Licenses

COLORADO PARkS & WILDLIFE • 6060 Broadway, Denver, CO 80216 • (303) 297-1192 • cpw.state.co.us

