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President's Message 
By Larry Dozier 

 
Greetings to MVBCH members.  2019 is off to a good start with lots 

of snow to boost our pasture and hay crops next summer.  However, 

there have not been many riding opportunities the past few weeks. 

The “partial” government shutdown has delayed some of the planning 

work and the Volunteer Service Agreements with BLM and the 

USFS. The delays are not really slowing down any activities since the 

trails we work on are all snowed in.      I am hoping for 

a good year for MVBCH. Let’s all work together on trail maintenance, the Tack Sale, the Poker 

Ride, education opportunities, and social events to make them all a success.  I am still looking 

for volunteers to consider for committee chairs and committee members. 

The meeting site we have been using, Southwest Medical Annex, is in the process of 

being sold and we cannot secure a contract to continue meeting there. The meeting room at the 

First National Bank of Cortez is available and is a nice facility. However, it is not available for 

the first Tuesday of the month but is available for the second Tuesday. We will be holding our 

February meeting there on February 12 and will consider if we want to continue there on the 

second Tuesday for the remainder of the year. Come to the meeting and check out the facilities. 

 The Ag expo is coming up March 14-16. MVBCH will be putting on the crosscut 

saw/branding Demonstration again. Bill Gilbert will be in charge of the event so contact him to 

let him know if you can help. Also Cindy and Jan are always looking for help to man the entry 

areas and drive the shuttle wagons. Volunteers are appreciated.     

 The Tack Sale will be April 26-27.  That is a big effort. We hope all of our past 

volunteers will be available again this year.  Cindy will be holding planning and organizing 

meeting. Please attend.  

We are planning on participating at the Share the Trails event at Mud Springs on June 1, 

National Trails Day. The San Juan Mountain Association will be the lead organization and the 

BLM will be the main federal agency. Kathe Hayes is the main contact. It will be a Poker Ride 

style event. Our main goal is education. We will set up an information booth but volunteers are 

also needed to help on the trails, with parking, and with set up and clean up.   

 Looking forward to this year in trail maintenance, all of those who want to work with the 

sawyer crews clearing down trees should be sure that their first aid and CPR certifications are up 

to date.  Also it is recommended that you attend the classroom portion of the FS chainsaw 

certification class. The dates and availability for training are being looked into.   

 There will be lots of opportunities to meet your goals and desires to contribute to 

MVBCH and the community.  Step up and let the officers or committee chairs know what you 

are willing to do. In between events, get out there and ride. Start getting your horse in trail shape 

as soon as the weather permits. I hope to see you all on the trail, at events, and at meetings.  

2019 MVBCH Officers 
 

President 
Larry Dozier 

Vice President 
Kerry O’Brien 

Secretary 
Ted Saunders 

Treasurer 
Lyn Rowley 

 
Board of Directors 

 
State Board Reps. 

Tif Rodriguez 
Chuck Wanner 

 
Committee 

Chairpersons 
 

Education:  
 

Trail Work:  
 

Public Service 
Announcement: 

 Tif Rodriguez 
Volunteer Hours 

Coordinator: 
 Jan Gilbert 

Recon Committee:  
 

Social: 
 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Lyn Rowley (Interim) 
 (submission deadline 

is the 15th of the 
month) 

 
Web Site Support 

Tif Rodriguez, Interim 
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Country Horsemen 
P.O. Box 812 
Cortez, CO  81321 
www.mesaverdehorse
men.com 
mvbchorsemen@yaho
o.com 
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MVBCH MEETING MINUTES 
January 8, 2019 

                                               Draft 
 Called to order at 7:09 pm  

Larry asked for comments/changes to the November 6, 2018 meeting minutes. There were 

none. He asked for a motion to approve. It was so moved, seconded and approved.  

Larry asked for any comments/changes to the agenda. He wanted to add a comment, under 

New Business, of the possibility of a change of meeting place. With that change there was 

a motion to approve the agenda as amended. It was seconded and approved.  

Our new treasurer, Lyn Rowley, gave the treasurer’s report.  

Larry asked if there was anyone there at the meeting that would be willing to fill one of the 

open positions, secretary, newsletter editor, committee chairs, and website manager. Ted Saunders was nominated 

for the secretarial position. He accepted the nomination. There were no other nominations. No ballot vote was 

necessary. Larry declared Ted our new secretary. Lyn Rowley volunteered to be the Newsletter Editor, at least for 

the time being. Jan Gilbert asked if Tif would be willing to resume being Website manager. Tif agreed until someone 

else steps up. She also offered to mentor anyone interested in the position. She also said she would be willing to 

continue as the Chair of the Public Lands Committee. Cindy and Ted said they had some people in mind but needed 

to talk with them. Larry also has some people he wants to talk to before he appoints Committee Chairs.  

Committee Reports  

1. Public Lands/Political Affairs - Tif said that not much was going on now due in large part to the government shut 

down.  

2. Trails - Larry needs to talk with Vern to see if he is still interested in chairing this committee. Meanwhile there 

was a discussion of classes for cross cut and chain saw classes. There were also questions regarding Wilderness first 

aid and CPR classes. Tif volunteered to Contact members and see what level of interest there might be in the classes.  

3. Education - Nothing at this time.  

4. Recon - Nothing at this time.  

Old Business  

Twine: Wayne has been looking into ways to get the twine shipped with less cost to us. He and Larry already have 

several bags. IFA is now willing to put up a bag holder for the twine.  

Thankmas: A good time was had by everyone that attended.  

Update on banners and contact cards:  Kerry, Lyn, and Tif are the ad-hoc committee to order cards and banners. 

They will finalize their design and order them. The money was approved at the November meeting.  

New Business  

Kathe Hayes had brought up a proposal, by e-mail, that MVBCH be a part of the National Trail Days on June 1, 

2019. After some discussion there was a motion to host a booth representing MVBCH. The motion was seconded 

and approved.  

The FS/BLM are requesting site specific ideas on plans, parking, signs, trail, etc. The members need to give Larry 

specific issues with any site that they use.  

The volunteer agreements with the FS/BLM need to be revisited and signed this year. Larry will bring the 

agreements to the membership when the agencies get them prepared.  

Cindy will be heading up the Tack Sale again this year. The dates have been changed. It will be on the 26th and 27th 

of April. She will be asking for volunteers.  

Wayne will help with the Poker Ride but does not want to be in charge. There has been discussion of a new site that 

would allow for camping. Wayne is pursuing that.  

There was some discussion concerning Recon rides and social rides. Some members think that they should be kept 

separate However, if trail issues are noted and a report prepared then it will be considered a Recon Ride.  

Sue said she would like to discuss the current By-Laws and to consider having a Board of Directors as was in place 

under old By-Laws. This issue was not on the agenda so no discussion was permitted.  

Our present meeting location may not be available in the future. Larry will be looking into a new site.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.  
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Mesa Verde BCH Preserving A Bit of History  

By MVBCH Public Lands Chair Tif Rodriguez (Editorial featured in the National BCH magazine) 

 

      
BEFORE >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>   AFTER! 

 

When the MVBCH ventured up to one of our favorite stomping grounds for a beautiful summer 

ride, the trailhead for Upper Chicken Creek was full. We opted to go next door to the old Transfer 

Corral campground. The road all the way up to this spot is now chip sealed, so it makes for a much 

smoother ride! For those not familiar with the Transfer corrals, they are just north of Mancos, 

Colo., and the horseback riding, camping, hiking and recreation in this area is superb.   Each year 

there is a NATRC ride held right down the road. The Transfer area has been featured in 

magazines, such as Horse & Rider (https://horseandrider. com/horseback-trail-riding/colors-

colorado-25184). It struck us what poor shape they were in. It looked like work and maintenance 

hadn’t been done on these corrals since our chapter last did it about nine years ago. We tried to 

adopt the site at the time but were told the local outfitter had purview. Over the years old outfits 

left, new ones moved in, and unfortunately this site was somewhat forgotten. After getting the all 

clearances, we planned. About 10 people volunteered on the project. We cut down or gathered 

aspen poles for the fencing from the surrounding area and repurposed everything from what was 

available. We were able to completely restore the front two corrals and gates. The very large rear 

corral still needs some help. We plan to do that at the first chance in 2019. We wrote a letter of 

support for the U.S. Forest Service grant application for this site. If successful, the grant is through 

the National Forest Systems Trails Stewardship Act. BCH was instrumental in getting this Act 

through Congress. We’re hoping that will materialize, but in the meantime, we needed to make the 

corrals safe for campers and their horses. We’re hoping to stay involved in the preservation and 

maintenance of this site. We’ll hopefully have some updates if grant funding is awarded.   

 

(Note from this editor:  At the end of the workday, we enjoyed a Dutch oven cook-out, and also received a $100 donation from some 

New Mexico ladies that were camped at the site!!)  

 

Members, please like and follow 
our MVBCH FB page -  
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/MesaVerdeBCH/ 

 
Please like and follow our BCHCO 
FB page – 
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/BCHCO/ 

 

 

 

 

 

I took a look at this magazine online for the 

first time.  It has some great articles – take a 

look!   

 https://www.facebook.com/sportandtrail/ 

The Magazine for 
Horse People 
WE RIDE SPORT AND TRAIL MAGAZINE     (LYN) 

 

 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2FMesaVerdeBCH%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cecaea82c457d49900ca008d67fef7c2d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636837063885447184&sdata=r90NLZUbZPjQ8Inq0Fvyc6QdaVblJfSP1m68T6kk8YU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2FBCHCO%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cecaea82c457d49900ca008d67fef7c2d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636837063885457189&sdata=ErEhlTYc38NGlZhrG7h31tKDfBY%2BaKX3x%2BQzPjBD7%2BY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fsportandtrail%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cecaea82c457d49900ca008d67fef7c2d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636837063885206990&sdata=mIcFxdfsvQxj7UlZrhCFtyqDXrkW41fj4s5KuHa6CJI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/sportandtrail/
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March 16th – at the Ag Expo – Cross cut 

and branding for youth spearheaded by 

Bill Gilbert – Please volunteer 

April 26th & 27th – annual tack sale – 

Montezuma County Fairgrounds 

This is our largest fundraiser, so please 

keep the dates open and volunteer.  

Contact Cindy Clare  

bitlitl50@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

Twine recycling as of January 2019 

(By Larry Dozier) 

 

Twine recycling is off to a good start. Two years ago we had 11 

large bags. Last year we had 20 large bags. By the end of January we 

expect at least 8 with 2 or 3 more at 

some rancher’s sites waiting to be 

picked up. Bill and Jan bring some 

over from the Mancos area. Wayne has 

lots of contacts among the 

cattlemen. Larry and/ or Wayne pick 

up at the Basin Coop in Arriola. The 

twine is off loaded and stored in 

Wayne’s hay barn. Wayne is 

collaborating with Chris Smyth from 

4Corners BCH trying to find a good recycler that is not too far 

away. To date, the cost of shipping has eaten a majority of the 

income but we have kept several 1000 pounds out of the landfill. It 

is a good community service. Let’s hope it turns into a decent fundraiser also.   
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To be strong, a Chapter needs to be balanced on four hooves: in no particular order: 

the Volunteer hoof, the Social hoof, the Political hoof, and the Educational hoof. 

 

• Horsemen don't like doing anything that is not fun... Let's step out on the social hoof. Do fun 

things at your membership meetings. Hold your Board Meetings completely separate from the 

Membership Meetings: get the controversies resolved at the Board Meetings. Some ideas for your 

membership meetings: put a buck in a pot, get a ticket, third ticket drawn wins ½ the pot. 

Treasurer gets the rest. Start ½ hour earlier, have food contests, like a "bean off,' or hotdog night, 

or dessert night. Start your work projects the night before with a trailer campout, everyone 

invited. Pot luck. Workers work, non workers get a chance to see it's not that hard, and may pitch 

in.  Have a Christmas Party.  Provide opportunities to have fun! 

• The volunteer hoof is our volunteer work.  Get over the fact that not everyone will participate.  Our 

work is what gets us to the table in political situations. Track your hours, please. 

• The political hoof is dealing with Local, County, State and Federal functionaries. They range from 

bureaucrats to elected officials. They help us keep our trails open.  Keep on top of local trail issues. 

Hold a VIP ride, bar-bque and social session. They love it. Invite your media: they love it too. And 

they will write you up, happily. 

• The educational hoof revolves around Leave No Trace.  Go a step farther: hold packing seminars, start 

a mentor packing program. Work with hikers, bikers and OHV people about Leave No Trace.  We lead, 

they follow and love us.  Meeting programs are simple:  a vet can talk about any part of a horse 

forever; light weight hiker/ packers are a hoot to hear;  saddle fitters;  a knot seminar;  and on and on. 

 

Thanks for letting me carry on with the 4 hoof story analogy. I hope it makes the message stick better. 

And remember: a four legged horse, like a four legged Chapter works better.  Every time. 

Have a Good Ride!  

Ottie Otterstein  
M&M Ramrod 

 

What do you all think about this (or something like it) for our meetings – so we can all hear better! 

Pyle PWMA200 - Portable PA Speaker & Microphone System Kit | FM Stereo Radio (Includes Beltpack, Handheld, 
Headset & Lavalier Mics) 

Average rating:3.6429out of5stars, based on14reviews14 reviews 
Pyle 
Walmart # 565421041 

$64.99 
 
 
 
Great suggestion by our new VP – Kerry O’Brien 

 

https://www.walmart.com/tp/pyle
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It seems we don’t have a name for our Newsletter – just MVBCH Newsletter.  How 

about we have a naming contest to give our newsletter a catchy name – like Campfire 

Cackles, Horse Tails, Trail Talk, Back Country Bantering – or……………… 

 

Please put your thinking caps on and send in your suggestions.  We’ll have a talk at 

our general meeting to cull out the favorites and then put them to a vote.  What do you 

all think?  Send your suggestions to me:  Lynr1217@msn.com. 
 

 
  

 
 
I had a horse that did this over 
the barn door.  I had to take off 
the door to get him clear! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A truly Happy Person is one who can enjoy the scenery on a detour. And, one who can enjoy 
browsing old cemeteries...  

           

In a cemetery in England :  
Remember man, as you walk by,  
As you are now, so once was I.  
As I am now, so shall you be,  
Remember this and follow me.  

To which someone replied by writing on the 
tombstone:  

To follow you I'll not consent, 
Until I know which way you went. 

In a London , England 
cemetery:  

Here lies Ann Mann, who 
lived an old maid  

but died an old Mann. 
Dec. 8, 1767  

mailto:Lynr1217@msn.com
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Below are samples of past business card ads 

 

 
 
  

Sell!  Sell!  Sell! 
It’s time to renew your ad and get new vendors’ ads for 2019! 

You can have your business card placed in our newsletter.  $15.00 for members and $25.00 for non-

members per year.  Tell your friends and associates. 

 

Have anything of a personal nature – tack, horse, saddles – to sell or find a home for?  Members can 

have your personal ad in our newsletter for free.  Non-members $25.00 minimum for 6 months.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ADVERTISERS – IF YOU 

HAVEN’T SENT IN YOUR 

PAYMENT FOR THIS YEAR, 

PLEASE CONTACT EDITOR: 

LYNR1217@MSN.COM 
February is the final issue for advertising 

without payment for 2019 

mailto:LYNR1217@MSN.COM
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MVBCH MONTHLY CALENDAR 

 
Area Calendar 

  
 February 23 – Nationwide chapter officer and state/national director training 
 March 1 – 3 – Rocky Mountain Horse Expo, Denver CO 
 March 9 – BCHCO Board of Directors – 715 E Main St., Buena Vista 11:15 – 4:00  

March 14 – 16 – Ag Expo – Montezuma County Fairgrounds 
 April 5 – 6 – Four Corners Tack Sale 
 April 7 – BCHA Board of Directors – Asheville, NC 
 April 26-27 – MVBCH Tack Sale 
 May 18 – CO Public Lands Day 
 June 1 – National Trails Day 
 August 10 – Escalante Days 
 September 28 – National Public Lands Day 

 

Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen 

Mission Statement 

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back country and wilderness. 

2. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.  

3. To assist the various government and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said 

resource. 

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by 

horsemen and the general public commensurate with our heritage 

5. To foster and encourage individuals to join and participate in their local, State, and National Back 

Country Horsemen organization 

  

February 2019 

12th – Monthly Meeting – 1st National 

Bank, Hwy 160, Cortez 7:00 pm 

23rd – BCHA Nationwide Chapter 

Officers & Directors training Webinars 

March 2019 

5th – Monthly Meeting (Possible change) 

16th – Ag Expo crosscut saw and 

branding demonstration 

 

April 2019 

TBD – Monthly meeting – 1st National 

Bank, Cortez 

26th/27th – MVBCH TACK SALE!! 

 

May 2019 

TBD –Monthly meeting 

 

June 2019 

1st – National Trails Day – Mud Springs 

TBD – Monthly meeting, 1st National 

Bank, Cortez 

July 2019 

TBD– Monthly Meeting, 1st National 

Bank, Cortez 

 

 

KEEP AN EYE ON THE 

WEB SITE! 
www.mesaverdehorsemen.com 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS: 

 
MARY KAY & PAUL GROSSBERG 

JOHN AND BARBARA MIDDLETON 
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Volunteer Hours reporting 
Please see below for what constitutes volunteer hours and remember to report them to our 

Volunteer Hours Coordinator Jan Gilbert, janssgilbert@gmail.com or on our web site 

www.mesaverdehorsemen.com 

 

 

MVBCH Volunteer Hours Reporting Card (Updated 2015) 

 
Project Name  _________________________________________________________________________    

Your Name  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Project ________________________________________________________________________  

Number of People Involved w/Names ______________________________________________________ 

Project Description/BLM/FS/Wilderness  ___________________________________________________   

Trail Work Hours:  Basic  __________; Skilled ___________; Recon__________ 

If Recon, what did you find?  What needs to be worked on?  Please report this to the Trail Committee Chairs:  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Areas of high weed infestation; what kind of weeds; location ___________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Trail Miles - Wilderness  ______________; Non-wilderness ______________ 

Education/LNT Hours __________; Public Meeting Hours  __________; Admin Service Hours _________ 

Travel Time  _____________________ 

Personal POV Miles (No Stock);   ________; Stock Hauling Miles ___________ 

Power Equipment Hours ___________; Heavy Equipment Hours _________________ 

Quantity of Stock ____________; Number Pack/Saddle Stock Days ____________ 

Donated Materials Value (Specify) _________________________________________________________ 

Other Contributions (Specify)  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Guidelines: 

Skilled Labor:  Packing, carpentry, welding, bridge construction, teamster, surveying, blasting, operating heavy 

equipment, chainsaw work, crosscut saw work, etc. 

Trail Work:  Maintenance and construction not requiring skilled labor like brushing, cleaning, trash pickup, grubbing, 

water bars, shovel work. 

Education:  Hours spent for teaching Leave No Trace, or teaching packing, and travel time. 

Public Meetings:  Includes preparation and presentation time, in addition to travel time and mileage to and from the event. 

Trail Miles:  Miles ridden. 

Travel Time:  Actual time from home to project or event and return. 

Pack/Saddle Stock Example:  Include all days that animals are involved, even if they are not used - animals may be tied up 

in camp.  (If they were leased, you would pay for them whether you were using them or not.) 

Mileage:  Do not claim personal mileage in addition to stock hauling mileage for the same project. 

Donated Materials:  Food, posts and poles, nails, pipe, educational materials, trash bags. 

When you are on a ride and pick up litter, do trail work and/or interact with other trail users, this counts.  Any type of 

volunteer effort will make a difference and help us. 
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Names(s)________________________________________Occupation:______________________________ ___ 
 
Name(s)_________________________________________Occupation__________________________________ 
Mailing 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:___________________ Other:___________________ *E-mail:___________________________________ 
 
Referred By:  ______________________________________ (Please list how you heard of us!) 
 

*INCLUDING YOUR EMAIL HERE, GIVES YOUR CONSENT TO RECEIVE MVBCH EMAIL BLASTS, AS WELL AS 
YOUR CONSENT TO SEND IT TO OUR NATIONAL BCHA ORGANIZATION FOR THEIR MAILING LIST.  

 

Type of Membership (check):   New   Renewal  

  Individual $33   Family $38   Associate/Business $38    

Youth $9 (under 18 accompanied by guardian/sponsor)  
 

(Memberships paid October-December include the rest of the current year & all of the next year) 
 

Please indicate the Committee/s you'd like to serve on:    Education     Fundraising  Membership 

        Social     Trail Work    Public Affairs  
 
Would you be willing to be the COMMITTEE CHAIR? ____Yes  
 
Please make checks payable to: MVBCH or Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen  
Mail to: MVBCH, P.O. Box 812, Cortez, CO 81321 
 

LIABILITY RELEASE:  As per Colorado Revised Statute 13-21-119, an equine activity sponsor shall not be liable 
for an injury to or the death of a participant resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities. No participant or 
participant's representative shall make any claim against, maintain an action against, or recover from an equine 
activity sponsor or any other person for injury, loss, damage, or death of the participant resulting from any of the 
inherent risks of equine activities. I (We) release the Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen, its officers, directors, 
members and agents of any and all liability which may arise as a result of injury to my (our) person or property 
that may be sustained in connection with the Chapter's activities.  

 
PHOTO RELEASE:  I (We) agree to the use of my (our) images taken at Chapter activities and events to be published in 
the monthly newsletter, on the web site, in Chapter scrapbooks and/or at any Chapter function.  

Yes   No  
 
How do you prefer to receive your monthly newsletter (it’s more cost effective to use email!): 

 E-mail     Postal   
****If you prefer U.S. Mail, there is an extra $5.00 charge to help with the cost of printing and postage****  
 
Signed:__________________________________________________________ Date:_______________________  
 
Signed:___________________________________________________________Date:______________________ 

 
Signed:___________________________________________________________Date:______________________ 

 
(All persons 18 years and older included in this membership form must sign this release 

Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen 

2019 Membership Form 


