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President's Message
By Larry Dozier

Greetings fellow Backcountry Horseman.
I surely would like to see even more of you at our monthly meetings. Con Kemple was
unable to make the March 7th meeting so we missed our presentation on equine
nutrition but we will get him rescheduled.
Finally we have some warmer, drier weather. Search around your barns. You might
find a horse in all that mud when it dries out. The weather and trails will be ready for a
ride.
Take note of the 4 Corners Ag Expo coming up March 16-18. There will be lots of good
horse and dog clinic activities and MVBCH will be working a station for kids. We will
display our literature and promote our trail work and our new recycling program.
We had a good discussion with Chris Smythe from 4 Corners BCH. He has coordinated
the twine recycling for that chapter for a couple of years. This year it looks like MVBCH
and San Juan BCH will partner in the effort. It is a great community service and a help
to the environment as well as a good fund raiser. Call or email me if you would like to
get involved by helping collect twine in your area. (602-292-1035 or
lrdozier47@gmail.com) Wayne Schaaf and I gathered a hundred pounds or so of twine
from neighbors last Friday.
We had discussed a horse/pet care co-op among members. It has some level of
interest so Cindy Clare has agreed to coordinate the activities. Please let her know if
you want your name on a list of those who would be willing to help other members
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when they are out of town or incapacitated and would be seeking help yourself. Cindy’s contact information
is 970-759-1035, bitlitl50@hotmail.com.
The chapter has decided to partner with the Forest Service and Montezuma County for an Adopt a Trail for
Noxious Weeds Program. We get some recognition and they get much needed assistance with noxious weed
control. Another opportunity for an enjoyable ride and public service for public lands.
That is what it is all about. Have fun riding with friends on our beautiful public lands. Make a trail easier and
safer to use if you have the time and capability. Help spread the message about the wise use and
management of public lands. Above all, enjoy your horse and your friends on these public lands.
Oh, yeah. I sure would like to see more of you folks at the meeting and on the trails.
Larry Dozier

MVBCH MEETING MINUTES
March 7, 2017

Larry called the meeting to order at 7:00pm
Larry introduced Chris Smyth and his wife Courtney. They are from the 4CornersBCH. Chris talked about their
twine recycling fund raiser. We will participate as well as Pagosa Springs.
40,000 lbs. need to be collected to be sent to the recycling center in Minnesota. All twine needs to be CLEAN
of mud, debris and hay. Details are still being worked out, but if you have twine call one of the board members
or Jan Gilbert and we will collect them.
Approval of last meeting’s minutes. Moved, seconded and approved.
Welcome to new/old member Lisa DeKramer.
Treasurer’s Report given.
President’s Comments:
A busy board meeting resulted in the approval of the 2017 budget as well as discussion of tax exempt status,
the move to our new location, Ag Expo, fund raising and membership.
Committee Reports (5 min. each, longer if needed)
1. Education
April and May meetings have speakers: Con will be rescheduled and all other ideas should be
submitted to Larry.
2.Fund raising/membership
Poker Ride - Permits are being processed for May 6 with a rain date of May 20. Volunteers and
sponsors are needed. Please see Wayne.
Tack sale - New rule concerning payment of consignors. They will be given an envelope to selfaddress and will be sent their check in the week following the sale. This allows for monies to be deposited
before checks are written on the account. We will need volunteers from 4CBCH, as well as everyone in our
chapter. There will be no limits on the number of items someone can bring, but they must have CLEAN and
USEABLE items.
Twine recycling
3.Trail work
Regularly scheduled for the 3rd Sat. of each month. Any other days that may come up.
You will be notified when weather permits to do the first one.
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The Sawzall has been ordered and will be available.
4.No social at this time.
Event by event as of now.
5.Recon rides
Ted and Jan are working on them. Suggestions anyone? 6. Volunteer hours
Nothing as of now.
Old Business
Cindy is in charge of the horse/pet care co-op. Please call her if you wish more info./want to participate.
Larry brought up sending out the roster. Some people do not want their information “out there”.
So,Ted will send out an email requesting that you let him know what info.you want released.
He will then email the roster to all members.
Research is still being done on the tax exempt (501( c)(3)question. As soon as the board has all the
information needed,they will let the members know their recommendation.
Cindy has set up the cross cut saw for kids at the Ag Expo. She needs volunteers, as well as material items.
Please call her. It will be on Sat.March 18th. 9:30am-3:00pm.
The leadership forum is April 29th. The state meeting follows on April 30th. There are 2 or 3 slots open. Call
Larry if you wish to attend. Registration and a notebook are paid for by our chapter. All other costs are on you.
New Business
The Forest Service needs volunteers for an Adopt-A-Trail noxious weed program. Once a year(minimum),we
go out and clear weeds from our adopted trail. Larry is gathering more information and will get back to us.
Larry will be the new representative for the Disappointment Wild Bunch Partners. He is taking over from Lyn
Rowley.
The next board meeting is March 21, 2017.
Respectfully submitted:
Ronaele Martin, Secretary

MVBCH will be sponsoring an event at the Ag Expo this
year. It will be a kids crosscut/branding event.
It will be held on Saturday March 18th from 9:303pm, just west of the Main Arena, to the left of the metal
stairs, at the top. If you can participate, please contact
Cindy Clare 882-4255 or bitlitl50@hotmail.com
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LIGHTWEIGHT BACKPACKING PRESENTATION
March 21, 2017
Durango Public Library
6-8 pm

Exploring the wilderness with a pack on your back is an empowering experience, but carrying a heavy
backpack is a humbling experience. The whole idea is to have fun and enjoy the wilderness, so why be
burdened by a heavy backpack?
It’s easy to lighten your backpacking equipment substantially, down to a base weight under 20 pounds for
lightweight backpacking, and under 10 pounds for ultralight backpacking – without sacrificing comfort or safety.
With a lighter pack, you can hike farther, faster, longer, and easier, with less physical stress, fewer injuries,
more safety and security, and far more satisfaction.
Plan to attend a Lightweight Backpacking Seminar sponsored by the San Juan Mountains Association
on March 21, 2017, 6-8 pm at the Durango Public Library. The presenters are Will Rietveld and Tom Galbraith,
SJMA volunteers and avid ultralight backpackers with over 70 years combined experience. Will is a gear tester
and has published over 300 articles on lightweight backpacking gear and techniques for Backpacking Light
Magazine and his own websites.
*****************************
Kathe Hayes
San Juan Mountains Association
P.O. Box 2261
Durango, CO 81302
kathe@sjma.org
970.385.1310

AG EXPO MARCH 16TH-18 TH
The Four States Ag Expo happens at the Montezuma County
Fairgrounds.
The Montezuma County Fairgrounds are located just 3 miles East of
Cortez, Colorado on Highway 160.

Admission:
•
•

Adults – 1-Day Pass $5, or 3-Day Pass for $15!
Children under 16 are free!

Hours:
•
•

Thursday, Saturday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM

Parking:
•
•

Parking is free in designated lots.
Shuttles transport visitors from the ticket gates to the booth and event areas.
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MASTER LEADERSHIP SYMPOSIUM
April 29, 2017 - 8:30 am to 4:00 pm
Buena Vista, Colorado
Topics to include: Board panel: President, VP, Treasurer, Taxes, Secretary, State, Public
Lands, Volunteers Hours, Fundraising Ideas, Conflict Resolution, Trail Boss, 501C
Purpose: To explore the challenges and dynamics of leadership with your fellow BCHCO
members. Whether it’s running a successful meeting, documenting a meeting through accurate
minutes or keeping your chapter’s finances on track, you will find techniques, guidance and
lively discussion groups at the 2010 leadership training.
Who should attend? Anyone holding an officer or committee position, future officers or anyone
who wants to learn how to maximize their effectiveness while minimizing their time.
Registration: The fee is $100 per chapter or $35 individual, registration and payment due
March 15. Chapter registration includes four notebooks per chapter. Individual registration
includes one notebook. Additional notebooks are available for $15.
Make checks payable to Back Country Horsemen of Colorado.
Contact Nancy Flippin, flippintrailride@aol.com or call 970-284-6769 for more information.
There will be a light breakfast. Lunch Available for additional cost. Snacks provided. Local
Motels available on request.

Make it a goal to give your horse the softest, most
precise and meaningful cues--guiding your horse with
precision.
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Sell! Sell! Sell!
It’s time to renew your ad and get new vendors’ ads for 2017!
You can have your business card placed in our newsletter. $15.00 for members and $25.00 for nonmembers per year. Tell your friends and associates.
Have anything of a personal nature – tack, horse, saddles – to sell or find a home for? Members can
have your personal ad in our newsletter for free.
Contact Lyn, Lynr1217@msn.com with your ad or business card.

ADVERTISERS – IF YOU
HAVEN’T SENT IN YOUR
PAYMENT FOR THIS YEAR,
PLEASE CONTACT EDITOR:
LYNR1217@MSN.COM
March is the final issue for advertising without
payment for 2017
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KEEP AN EYE ON THE
WEB SITE!
www.mesaverdehorsemen.com

Starvation Creek 9-27-16

MVBCH MONTHLY CALENDAR
March 2017
7th– Monthly Meeting – location to be
determined 21st– Board Meeting- SW
Hospital Conference room 6:30

April 2017
4th – Monthly Meeting
18th – Board Meeting – SW Hospital
Conference room 6:30

June 2017
2nd/3rd – TACK SALE!!
3RD/4th – Cross Cut Saw Class
6th – Monthly Meeting
20th – Board Meeting – SW Hospital
Conference Room 6:30

July 2017
4th – Holiday – Monthly Meeting???
18th – Board Meeting, SW Hospital
Conference Room 6:30

May 2017
2nd – Monthly Meeting
6th – Annual Poker Ride, Sage Hen
16th – Board Meeting – SW Hospital
Conference Room 6:30
August 2017
1st – Monthly Meeting
15th – Board Meeting, SW Hospital
Conference Room 6:30

Area Calendar
March 16-18 – Ag Expo – Montezuma County Fairgrounds
March 31, April 1 – 4 Corners Tack Sale, Durango Fairgrounds
May 6th – MVBCH Annual Poker Ride, Rain Date 20th
June 2nd/3rd – MVBCH Tack Sale, Montezuma County Fairgrounds

Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen
Mission Statement
1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back country and wilderness.
2. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.
3. To assist the various government and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said
resource.
4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by
horsemen and the general public commensurate with our heritage
5. To foster and encourage individuals to join and participate in their local, State, and National Back
Country Horsemen organization
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Volunteer Hours reporting
Please see below for what constitutes volunteer hours and remember to report them to our
Volunteer Hours Coordinator Jan Gilbert, janssgilbert@gmail.com or on our web site
www.mesaverdehorsemen.com

MVBCH Volunteer Hours Reporting Card (Updated 2015)
Project Name _________________________________________________________________________
Your Name ___________________________________________________________________________
Date of Project ________________________________________________________________________
Number of People Involved w/Names ______________________________________________________
Project Description/BLM/FS/Wilderness ___________________________________________________
Trail Work Hours: Basic __________; Skilled ___________; Recon__________
If Recon, what did you find? What needs to be worked on? Please report this to the Trail Committee Chairs:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Areas of high weed infestation; what kind of weeds; location ___________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Trail Miles - Wilderness ______________; Non-wilderness ______________
Education/LNT Hours __________; Public Meeting Hours __________; Admin Service Hours _________
Travel Time _____________________
Personal POV Miles (No Stock); ________; Stock Hauling Miles ___________
Power Equipment Hours ___________; Heavy Equipment Hours _________________
Quantity of Stock ____________; Number Pack/Saddle Stock Days ____________
Donated Materials Value (Specify) _________________________________________________________
Other Contributions (Specify) ____________________________________________________________
Guidelines:
Skilled Labor: Packing, carpentry, welding, bridge construction, teamster, surveying, blasting, operating heavy
equipment, chainsaw work, crosscut saw work, etc.
Trail Work: Maintenance and construction not requiring skilled labor like brushing, cleaning, trash pickup, grubbing,
water bars, shovel work.
Education: Hours spent for teaching Leave No Trace, or teaching packing, and travel time.
Public Meetings: Includes preparation and presentation time, in addition to travel time and mileage to and from the event.
Trail Miles: Miles ridden.
Travel Time: Actual time from home to project or event and return.
Pack/Saddle Stock Example: Include all days that animals are involved, even if they are not used - animals may be tied up
in camp. (If they were leased, you would pay for them whether you were using them or not.)
Mileage: Do not claim personal mileage in addition to stock hauling mileage for the same project.
Donated Materials: Food, posts and poles, nails, pipe, educational materials, trash bags.
When you are on a ride and pick up litter, do trail work and/or interact with other trail users, this counts. Any type of
volunteer effort will make a difference and help us.
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Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen
2017 Membership Form
Names(s)________________________________________Occupation:______________________________ ___
Name(s)_________________________________________Occupation__________________________________
Mailing
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:___________________ Other:___________________ *E-mail:___________________________________
Referred By: ______________________________________ (Please list how you heard of us!)
*INCLUDING YOUR EMAIL HERE, GIVES YOUR CONSENT TO RECEIVE MVBCH EMAIL BLASTS, AS WELL AS
YOUR CONSENT TO SEND IT TO OUR NATIONAL BCHA ORGANIZATION FOR THEIR MAILING LIST.
Type of Membership (check): New Renewal
 Individual $33 Family $38 Associate/Business $38
Youth $9 (under 18 accompanied by guardian/sponsor)
(Memberships paid October-December include the rest of the current year & all of the next year)

 Education
Social

Please indicate the Committee/s you'd like to serve on:

 Fundraising  Membership
 Trail Work  Public Affairs

Would you be willing to be the COMMITTEE CHAIR? ____Yes
Please make checks payable to: MVBCH or Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen
Mail to: MVBCH, P.O. Box 812, Cortez, CO 81321
LIABILITY RELEASE: As per Colorado Revised Statute 13-21-119, an equine activity sponsor shall not be liable
for an injury to or the death of a participant resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities. No participant or
participant's representative shall make any claim against, maintain an action against, or recover from an equine
activity sponsor or any other person for injury, loss, damage, or death of the participant resulting from any of the
inherent risks of equine activities. I (We) release the Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen, its officers, directors,
members and agents of any and all liability which may arise as a result of injury to my (our) person or property
that may be sustained in connection with the Chapter's activities.
PHOTO RELEASE: I (We) agree to the use of my (our) images taken at Chapter activities and events to be published in
the monthly newsletter, on the web site, in Chapter scrapbooks and/or at any Chapter function.
Yes  No
How do you prefer to receive your monthly newsletter (it’s more cost effective to use email!):
 E-mail  Postal
****If you prefer U.S. Mail, there is an extra $5.00 charge to help with the cost of printing and postage****
Signed:__________________________________________________________ Date:_______________________
Signed:___________________________________________________________Date:______________________
Signed:___________________________________________________________Date:______________________
(All persons 18 years and older included in this membership form must sign this release
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Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen
P.O. Box 812
Cortez, CO 81321

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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