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President's Message 
  By Kerry O’Brien 
 
Hello All, 
 
I shot a pair of prairie dogs a half hour ago and didn’t pick them up 
right away. A dozen magpies are feasting. A red tail swoops in, but the 
prairie dog is too heavy for him to lift. The pies harass him off. He sits 
grumpily in the cottonwood, but comes again, and now is actually 
sharing with the magpies. Object lesson from nature: With 
cooperation, everyone eats.   

 
Thanks to those new and returning members who are moving us forward. Last week’s meeting 
we did a first reading of the amended bylaws. A couple of minor changes were suggested. They 
will go out to everyone and be voted on at our next general meeting April 9. We are instituting an 
absentee ballot provision, however that won’t take effect until after these bylaws are ratified, so 
please be sure and come in person to vote. Details about how the absentee ballot works are in 
the new bylaws for your reading pleasure.  
 
These may not be the “be all, end all,” but bring us into compliance with both our Articles of 
Incorporation and Colorado Secretary of State. Let’s try these out for the time being and after our 
busy season, if we see refinements are needed we can clean them up. 
 
On the up side, we had a public lands committee meeting, have a good crew and clarified our 
mission and strategy for 2019. Tif and I meet with FS and BLM late in March and early April to 
renew our agreements, adoptive trails and discuss Poker Ride location. By the April meeting we 
should have good prioritization of our commitments and public events.  
 
Judith was kind enough to arrange CPR and First Aid with the Cortez Fire District for April 17, 
8am – noon. If you are considering doing trail work please take advantage of this low cost 
opportunity. It’s only $12! Deadline to register is Wed, March 20. 
 
Thanks to our wonderful volunteers at the Ag Expo Crosscut Demonstration. I’m looking forward 
to a fun filled year. Dry trails are just around the corner! 
 
Cheers, 
 
Kerry 

President, MVBCH  
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MVBCH MEETING MINUTES 

    March 12, 2019 

                                  Draft 
  Veronica Voelker, Secretary 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:12 p.m.  There was a change in venue to Hampton Inn. 

 

Approval of the February 25th meeting minutes was called for.  Motion made, seconded and 

approved. 

 

First reading of By-Laws – reading of the changes in the bylaws and discussion.  A motion was 

made, seconded and approved to distribute the bylaws as discussed to membership for voting in April.  Kerry will type up the bylaws 

and distribute to the membership. 

Kerry mentioned that the tack sale was indeed cancelled.  We will not get our $50.00 deposit back from the fairgrounds.  Tif asked if 

Cindy had a manual on how to run the tack sale for others to follow.  Kerry will contact Cindy to find out. 

 

Committee Reports:  

Judith asked to be first on the committee portion.  She gave a report about the CPR/first aid class at Cortez Fire.  The class is in the 

morning and cost is $12.00.  Discussion was held about when.  It was decided to give the Fire Department three dates of April 3rd, 10th 

and 17th and let them decide.  An email will be sent to the membership for those interested in signing up when we finalize the date. 

Treasurer’s report – Lyn gave a brief talk on proposed budget for 2019 and passed around a sheet for members to review.  A motion 

was made, seconded and passed to approve the budget as read.  Then Lyn talked about current treasurer’s report.  A motion was made, 

seconded and passed to accept the treasurer’s report as read. 

Public Lands – Tif gave a brief public lands report.  She urged all members to respond when called upon for discussion on trails by 

our government entities.  The Poker Ride was also discussed.  The dates are June 22nd with a rain date of June 29th.  We are looking at 

having it up at Transfer.  Also, Wayne talked to people at Echo Basin – camp ground – and we can have camping there (for a fee) and 

possibly ride through Perry and Lin Lewis’s ranch to avoid permit expenses, so both venues are being researched.  Tif also reminded 

us about Share the Trails on June 1st at Mud Springs.  Volunteers are needed. 

Education – Chair is still open.  April meeting will have Bonnie Loving talking on weeds poisonous to horses. 

Membership – Kerry asked for volunteers for the Ag Expo. 

Social – Sue Grabbe asked for 2 volunteers for each meeting to bring snacks for social hour.  Barb Middleton and Kerry O’Brien 

volunteered for April.  She is thinking about having the Dutch oven campout and color ride sometime the end of September.  Place to 

be determined.  She will also be planning some social rides, but said anyone can have one.  She’ll send out emails prior to the rides.  

Rider numbers will be limited to smaller groups for safety reasons. 

Service – Ag Expo – Bill gave a brief report about what is happening at the cross cut saw and branding demo.  He anticipates about 

100 kids this year.  He has enough volunteers, but all are welcome to come and help out.  Volunteers who work 4 hours or less will 

need to pay at the gate.  If you work over 4 hours you will get a wrist band and free entry.  Names have already been submitted to the 

Ag Expo personnel.  It was voted on that MVBCH donate $25.00 towards the purchase of items to make Smores at the event. 

Volunteer hours coordinator – Jan was unable to attend, no report at this time.  She did request all to submit volunteer hours to her.  

Tif mentioned that the form on our web site works so you can access it there. 

Newsletter – Lyn asked that all items for the newsletter be submitted by the 15th of the month.  If she doesn’t receive, they will go in 

the next time. 

Media/Marketing – Kerry mentioned the Google Calendar, but Veronica was not present, so we will review next time.  She also 

mentioned that she and Sue will be checking the supply trailer that is at Larry’s against the inventory list she received from Veronica.  

We’ll look into moving the trailer to another location. 

 

Round table discussion:  Judith brought up Target Tree campground, mentioned in Tif’s Public Lands Report.  It was mentioned that 

the fee is $65.00 to camp in the horse camping due to the concessionaires that are running it.  They’re contract will be expiring soon.  

Judith suggested we ask Forest Service about access to that area, since it seems it is always closed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:31 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Lyn Rowley, Treasurer 

(Acting Secretary for Veronica)  
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Our MVBCH Public Lands Committee meeting was held on March 10, 2019.  What a 
great turnout!   
Decisions made:   
2019 Adopted Trails:  Mavreeso, Goble, Fish Creek, Chutes & Ladders (if parking is 
made available) 
Areas of Focus:  Access to Upper Fish, Parking at Chutes & Ladders 
If parking is possible for C&L, adopt this area for maintenance.  Propose to BLM to 
put parking in right at entrance on right for trailer parking; backup if not feasible, park 
at parking on highway and go through gate to access BLM land. 

Upper Fish Access:  Extensive information went out via email and hard copy to members.  Give FS 
this year, if upper end is not accessible by end of year, drop this trail from adopted trails. 
Target Tree Campground:  MVBCH helped install those corrals, horsemen should have easier 
access.  That reservation lease is up, FS will contact us when the time is right and we can make 
suggestions/comments then. 
Transfer:  We can continue to help get the corrals repaired; per FS, they applied for a grant and if 
approved will be revamping that whole area; MVBCH can opt to offer help at that point or not, when 
the time comes. 
MVBCH to continue to comment on all travel management plans that come out. As in the past, notice 
given to members when comment period is out, surveys will be done if needed, draft letters sent out 
for membership perusal and support; all members are also encouraged to write their own letters, as 
their view may differ from chapter recommendations; letter submitted to agencies by PL chair. 
Tif will continue to work in her capacity with RACs for other access; if MVBCH is interested in those 
efforts, they can let her know. 
Poker Ride - camping at Transfer area - June 22; rain date June 29. 
Public Lands meetings will be scheduled throughout the year if/when needed; no need to meet 
monthly.  Primary communication will be electronic, so keep an eye on those inboxes! 
Happy Trails!  Is it spring yet?!? 
 
Tif Rodriguez  

Mesa Verde BCH Public Lands Chair  

June 1, 2019, is National Trails Day! 

 
"National Trails Day is the only nationally coordinated event 
designed to unite all muscle-powered trail activities with the goal of 
connecting more people to trails."   American Hiking Society 
 
San Juan Mountains Association, sjma.org, is sponsoring a 
Share The Trails event and Mesa Verde BCH is enthusiastically 

supporting this effort!  Come join us for a fun filled day of multiple use - horses, bikes, motorized, 
giveaways, poker run and so much more.  Many groups are coming together to make this event a 
success, including lunch provided by our local 4H group!  Final details are being worked out, so save 
the date.  We also might need another hand or two, so please contact Kathe Hayes, 

kathayes@frontier.net, or Tif Rodriguez, LRodri0202@cs.com, and let us know if you can help. 
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 – at the Ag Expo – Cross cut 

and branding for youth spearheaded by Bill 

Gilbert, chapter member  

What a great time!  These are just two 

pictures to give an idea of the fun we had 

at crosscut and branding exhibition.  We 

had over 100 kids! 
 

Meeting Corner: 
April 9th MVBCH Monthly Meeting 

Social 6:30, Meeting 7:00 

1st National Bank, Cortez CO 

Our speaker for April is Bonnie Loving. 
 

Bonnie Loving is the Montezuma County Noxious Weed Department Director, she is a 

resource for the community to use on toxic plants or/and noxious weeds.  She will be 

going over nitrate poisoning, cyanide poisoning, selenium poisoning, as well as other 

toxic plants in this area that are known to be toxic to horses. 

Map of Chutes and Ladders, potential adopted trail being d iscussed.  
Hopefully BLM will be able to put in trailhead parking to 
accommodate our horse trailers.  

Greetings MVBCH Members.  

 
As discussed at last night's meeting, a date's been set 
for CPR/F irst Aid certification.  
 

When:    April 17, 2019  
Time:     8:00 a.m. to noon  
Where:   New Cortez Fire Station ï  

 31 N. Washington Street, Cortez  
Cost:      $12  
RSVP:   By replying to this e -mail by  March 20, 2019, to 

reserve your spot; space is limited; first come, f irst 
serve  
 
This course is approved for agency sawyers.   We are 

encouraging everyone to get their certification.   Whether 
doing work days or social rides, it's so important!  
 

Questions, let us know.  
 
Thank you!  

Tif Rodriguez  
MVBCH Public Lands Chair  
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Moose Oct. 1–14 

Separate limited elk (1st season) Oct. 12–16 

Combined (deer/elk) (2nd season) Oct. 19–27 

                                                                  (3rd season)               Nov. 2–10 

Combined limited (deer/elk) (4th season) Nov. 13–17 
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(updated and released annually): 

 

*Big Game (Deer, Elk, Pronghorn, Bear & Moose)—Late February 

*Sheep (Rocky Mountain & Desert Bighorn) & Goat—Late February 

 

Mountain Lion (online only)—Mid-March 

State Recreation Lands—Late July 

Small Game and Waterfowl—Mid-August  

Small Game Walk-In Atlas—Late August  

Late Cropland Walk-In Atlas—Late October 

*Turkey—Mid-December 

 

 

*Regulation brochures are mailed to those who applied for those species the previous year 

Nonresidents can request a mailed brochure online: cpw.state.co.us/Brochures 

NOTE: Always check the regulations brochures and online brochure corrections for the lates information 

 

 

 

COLORADO PARKS AND WILDLIFE * 6060 Broadway, Denver, CO 80216* 303-297-1192* cpw.state.co.us 

C O L O R A D O P A R S & W I L D L I F E 

 
 

 
  

2019 Big Game Limited-License 
Draw Application Deadline 

April 2, 2019 8:00 p.m. MT 

(Applications Open March 1) 
 

2019 Leftover Limited Licenses On 

Sale—August 6, 2019 9:00 a.m. MT  

Online 

By Phone 

At Sales Agents 

At CPW Office and Park Locations 

2019 Over-the-Counter Licenses 

On Sale–August 8, 2019 9:00 a.m. MT 

 
For Hunter Education Classes (born on or after 1/1/48 

or Replacement Cards ……………….cpw.state.co.us 

License, State park Pass, Camping Reservations – 24 

hours/7 days/week ……………………(800)244-5613 

CPW Cust Service 8am-5pm Mon-Fri  (303)297-1192 

See the regulation brochure(s) for hunt codes, 

game management unit boundary descriptions, 

information on the draw process and more. 
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MVBCH  M ONTHLY CALENDAR  

 
Area Calendar 

   
 April 5 – 6 – Four Corners Tack Sale 
 April 7 – BCHA Board of Directors – Asheville, NC 
 May 18 – CO Public Lands Day 
 June 1 – National Trails Day – Mud Springs 
 July 20-21 – Natrac – Chicken Creek (Transfer) 
 August 10 – Escalante Days 
 September 14 – 2019 Mustang Rally Poker Trail Ride and Obstacle Challenge JMHA, Bloomfield NM 
 September 28 – National Public Lands Day 

 

Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen 

Mission Statement 

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back country and wilderness. 

2. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.  

3. To assist the various government and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said 

resource. 

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by 

horsemen and the general public commensurate with our heritage 

5. To foster and encourage individuals to join and participate in their local, State, and National Back 

Country Horsemen organization 

April 2019  

9th ð Monthly meeting ð 1st National 

Bank, Cortez, Speaker, Bonnie Loving, 

plants noxious to horses 6:30 social; 7:00 

meeting 

17th ð 8:am ð noon MVBCH CPR/First 

Aid Class. Cortez Fire Department 

 

May 2019 

14th ðM onthly meeting , 1st National 

Bank, Cortez 

 

June 2019 

1st ð National Trails Day ð Mud Springs  

9th ð Monthly Meeting, 1 st National Bank, 

Cortez 

22nd ð MVBCH Poker Ride 

29th ð Poker Ride rain date  

July 2019 

9thð Monthly Meeting, 1 st National 

Bank, Cortez 

 

August 2019 

13th ð Monthly Meeting 1 st National 

Bank, Cortez 

September 2019 

10th ð Monthly meeting ð 1st National 

Bank, Cortez 

 

KEEP AN EYE ON THE 

NEW AND IMPROVED 

WEB SITE! 
www.mesaverdehorsemen.com 

 

WELCOME BACK 

MEMBERS: 

 

Keith and Amy Bean 
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Volunteer Hours reporting 
Please see below for what constitutes volunteer hours and remember to report them to our 

Volunteer Hours Coordinator Jan Gilbert, janssgilbert@gmail.com or on our web site 

www.mesaverdehorsemen.com 

 

 

MVBCH Volunteer Hours Reporting Card (Updated 2015) 

 
Project Name  _________________________________________________________________________    

Your Name  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Project ________________________________________________________________________  

Number of People Involved w/Names ______________________________________________________ 

Project Description/BLM/FS/Wilderness  ___________________________________________________   

Trail Work Hours:  Basic  __________; Skilled ___________; Recon__________ 

If Recon, what did you find?  What needs to be worked on?  Please report this to the Trail Committee Chairs:  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Areas of high weed infestation; what kind of weeds; location ___________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Trail Miles - Wilderness  ______________; Non-wilderness ______________ 

Education/LNT Hours __________; Public Meeting Hours  __________; Admin Service Hours _________ 

Travel Time  _____________________ 

Personal POV Miles (No Stock);   ________; Stock Hauling Miles ___________ 

Power Equipment Hours ___________; Heavy Equipment Hours _________________ 

Quantity of Stock ____________; Number Pack/Saddle Stock Days ____________ 

Donated Materials Value (Specify) _________________________________________________________ 

Other Contributions (Specify)  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Guidelines: 

Skilled Labor:  Packing, carpentry, welding, bridge construction, teamster, surveying, blasting, operating heavy 

equipment, chainsaw work, crosscut saw work, etc. 

Trail Work:  Maintenance and construction not requiring skilled labor like brushing, cleaning, trash pickup, grubbing, 

water bars, shovel work. 

Education:  Hours spent for teaching Leave No Trace, or teaching packing, and travel time. 

Public Meetings:  Includes preparation and presentation time, in addition to travel time and mileage to and from the event. 

Trail Miles:  Miles ridden. 

Travel Time:  Actual time from home to project or event and return. 

Pack/Saddle Stock Example:  Include all days that animals are involved, even if they are not used - animals may be tied up 

in camp.  (If they were leased, you would pay for them whether you were using them or not.) 

Mileage:  Do not claim personal mileage in addition to stock hauling mileage for the same project. 

Donated Materials:  Food, posts and poles, nails, pipe, educational materials, trash bags. 

When you are on a ride and pick up litter, do trail work and/or interact with other trail users, this counts.  Any type of 

volunteer effort will make a difference and help us. 
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Names(s)________________________________________Occupation:______________________________ ___ 
 
Name(s)_________________________________________Occupation__________________________________ 
Mailing 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:___________________ Other:___________________ *E-mail:___________________________________ 
 
Referred By:  ______________________________________ (Please list how you heard of us!) 
 

*INCLUDING YOUR EMAIL HERE, GIVES YOUR CONSENT TO RECEIVE MVBCH EMAIL BLASTS, AS WELL AS 
YOUR CONSENT TO SEND IT TO OUR NATIONAL BCHA ORGANIZATION FOR THEIR MAILING LIST.  

 

Type of Membership (check):   ÄNew   ÄRenewal  

Ä  Individual $33   ÄFamily $38   ÄAssociate/Business $38    

ÄYouth $9 (under 18 accompanied by guardian/sponsor)  
 

(Memberships paid October-December include the rest of the current year & all of the next year) 
 

Please indicate the Committee/s you'd like to serve on:   Ä Education    Ä Fundraising Ä Membership 

        ÄSocial    Ä Trail Work   Ä Public Affairs  
 
Would you be willing to be the COMMITTEE CHAIR? ____Yes  
 
Please make checks payable to: MVBCH or Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen  
Mail to: MVBCH, P.O. Box 812, Cortez, CO 81321 
 

LIABILITY RELEASE:  As per Colorado Revised Statute 13-21-119, an equine activity sponsor shall not be liable 
for an injury to or the death of a participant resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities. No participant or 
participant's representative shall make any claim against, maintain an action against, or recover from an equine 
activity sponsor or any other person for injury, loss, damage, or death of the participant resulting from any of the 
inherent risks of equine activities. I (We) release the Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen, its officers, directors, 
members and agents of any and all liability which may arise as a result of injury to my (our) person or property 
that may be sustained in connection with the Chapter's activities.  

 
PHOTO RELEASE:  I (We) agree to the use of my (our) images taken at Chapter activities and events to be published in 
the monthly newsletter, on the web site, in Chapter scrapbooks and/or at any Chapter function.  

ÄYes  Ä No  
 
Signed:__________________________________________________________ Date:_______________________  
 
Signed:___________________________________________________________Date:______________________ 

 
Signed:___________________________________________________________Date:______________________ 

 
(All persons 18 years and older included in this membership form must sign this release 

Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen 

2019 Membership Form 


