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President's Message

By Tif Rodriguez

Greetings Members.
I want to congratulate the new officers for 2017. A big thank you to those that stepped
up and took on these important leadership roles. Professionalism and dedication are
what make this organization great, and it's been a pleasure to serve as your President
these last couple of years. I hope you all will join me in supporting our new leaders, as
I know they'll do a great job.
I have to say although this week has been extremely busy for me with work and
meetings, I got a real treat. Someone I'm proud to call my friend and inspiration for
doing volunteer work contacted me to meet for lunch. Well, of course I would! So glad
he was able to make it this way. To my surprise and delight my crosscut saw was
ready! You see, I've been wanting to get trained in the crosscut ways, get certified, so
that I can continue to pursue my passion of keeping trails open on public lands and in
the backcountry. We've got some beautiful wilderness in this area, and we should be
out there clearing those trails. Who better to contact for help? Friend and fellow BCH
member Vern Jahnke. He and his wife were gracious enough to come to our meeting
last Tuesday, and they even joined our chapter to show their support.
Anyway, long story short, Vern knew I was looking for a good saw. Not knowing quite
what to look for as I'm still learning the ropes, he found one for me, picked it up,
cleaned it and sharpened it. He even made me a sheath for it. Excited? You
bet. Humbled that I have such great people in my corner that are willing to help me
when I call on them, with the same passion for our public lands as I have? You
bet. Thank you, Vern, for the great conversations as of late, for my beautiful saw that is
hanging in my room at the moment, and for the future that we are collaborating
on. That ride is just around the corner, and we better make the time for it!
We can all learn from those that have been clearing our public lands for many
years. I'm lucky to have a couple of those guys in my corner, that are willing to help
with things like my crosscut saw, my chainsaw carrier for my pack saddle (thanks
again, Bill V.!), and for refreshing my rusty packing skills. BCH is an organization that
I'm passionate about and have been for many years. "Dedicated to keeping America's
trails open for all," is a mantra that I'm proud to pass on to those that share in my
enthusiasm for being a good steward of our public lands. After all, I know I will be
proud of the legacy that I leave to my beautiful daughter.
See you on the trail!
Tif
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MVBCH MEETING MINUTES
November 1, 2016
Tif Rodriguez
Meeting Called To Order:

7:10 p.m.

Tif opened, welcoming everyone in attendance and thanking them for coming. The business meeting will
take place after tonight’s presentation.
Judith thanked everyone for their support and attendance this year, and to those that helped her in her
position as Education Committee Chair. This is her final meeting in that role. A special thank you to Keith
Bean for putting together tonight’s educational meeting and speaker.
Guest Speaker: Lew Matis – NM Lumber Company and McPhee Sawmill History – Mr. Matis, VP of the
Galloping Goose Historical Society, gave a riveting PowerPoint presentation on the history of these
companies, along with wonderful pictures that included the importance of the horse in the railroad and the
work and product produced. He put together this presentation especially for our group tonight. There were
approximately 33 members and guests in attendance.
Approval of September minutes – posted in September news – MSP the September 6, 2016, meeting
minutes as written
Approval of Treasurer's Report – Lyn gave the treasurer’s report, citing monies expended. MSP the
treasurer’s report as presented
Committee Reports (5 minutes each, further discussion if needed):

1. Education – None. Tif gave a special thank you to Judith and Keith for their help this year in coordinating
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

the educational topics. Chairs are extremely important and a big help when they do their assigned tasks
and both were invaluable to MVBCH this year.
Fundraising/Membership - None.
Trail Work – Jan reported they cleaned the lower Sage Hen Rim Trail this last Friday, seven people in
attendance. They broke up into two groups and met in the middle. Sandie and Lynda reported horses still
out at Mud Springs. They have reported the cut fence to BLM but nothing’s been done as of yet.
Social - Thankmas – Lyn reported the date change that went out previously. It’s December 7th, at
Millwood. Final details on the menu, appetizers and desserts will be forthcoming. She and Millwood are
playing phone tag. Appetizers will be at 5:30 p.m./dinner at 6:30 p.m. Ronaele will call Kathe to see if she’s
interested in heading up the White Elephant gift exchange again. Discussion ensued on how nice it was last
year and that members would like the chapter to provide appetizers and desserts again this year.
A motion was made to pay up to $350 for appetizers and desserts at the 2016 Millwood Thankmas
party - MSP
Recon – Jan reported on the hours for social rides this year: 286.5 hours, 695.88 miles ridden. She has
reported this to the agencies.
Volunteer Hours – 2015-/16 Recap – Jan reported on the volunteer hours for this year, fiscal year ending
September 30, 2016. Forest Service 499 hours; BLM 227 hours. Tif requested the report so these hours
can be posted on the website and in the newsletter. Hours turned in after fiscal year ending 9/30/16, count
towards fiscal year 2017. Tif stressed again the importance of turning in hours; they translate to dollars and
seat at the table. This might not always be realized right away, but it’s extremely important that the agencies
know people and their horses are out working and recreating on the public lands.
Old Business:
- Tif thanked the Jahnkes from coming all the way from Bayfield to support our efforts tonight. Vern
has been helping Tif put together the crosscut saw course. “Saws That Sing” was procured by Tif for
free, with the help and direction of Vern and Bob Parsons from San Juan. Thanks a bunch to them.
Tentative dates are in the works and will be released after this weekend’s state meeting, so as not to
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interfere with the state BOD meeting and Leadership Symposium. Tif is hoping to have members from
MVBCH, SJBCH and 4CBCH attending this training. Numbers will be limited.
New Business:
- Ag Expo interest? – Tif asked if she should approach state with booth help for the 2017 Ag Expo.
They have helped in the past with other Expos, not sure that it will come to fruition, but it can’t hurt to
ask. If the new board decides not to have a booth, we don’t have to take the money, if any is granted.
Tif also suggested inquiring to see if San Juan and Four Corners would like to partner, putting out their
literature as well, and making it a joint BCH booth. Tif will contact the presidents of those chapters to
see of their interest. All members present felt it was a good idea to ask for the help; none opposed.
- 2017 Elections – Tif handed out the 2017 ballots with the uncontested slate of officers. As the
President I opened the floor for other nominations. Hearing none, the nominations were closed. The
slate of candidates for 2017 are accepted by acclimation. Congratulations to the following:
President – Larry Dozier
Vice President – Cindy Clare
Secretary – Ronaele Martin
Treasurer – Ted Saunders
Board Director 1 (two-year term) – Wayne Schaaf
Judith Franklin is currently on the board and will remain a board director through 2017; Tif Rodriguez is a
board director for 2017 as past President.
Upcoming meetings
- There are a couple political meetings upcoming; Tif will get with Larry for joint attendance and travel.
- All new board members are invited to attend the December 2016 board meeting to help with the
transition. They are welcome to this month’s meeting as well.
Announcements:
-MVBCH Board Meeting November 15, 2016, SW Memorial Hospital Meeting Room, 6:30 p.m. All members
are welcome; please see the rough agenda in the newsletter for anything that you’d like to weigh in on.

Meeting Adjourned (Time):

8:35 p.m.

It’s time to renew your membership. Renew now for the
new year – 2017. See the membership form below. We
must have a new form completed by everyone.
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Trial Work on Lower Rim Trail at Sage Hen.
October 28, 2016
Ted Saunders

Earlier this summer a recon ride was completed on this trail and it was found to be in need of work. This is a
great trail along the rim of McPhee Lake overlooking the lake and we wanted to have another ride on it before
the winter sets in, so a work day was set up for Friday, October 28, 2016, and the recon/social ride was set up
Friday November 4, 2016.
Jan and Bill Gilbert, Cindy Clare, Wayne Schaaf , Larry Dozier, Ted Saunders,
and Lyn Rowley all showed up with rosy cheeks to get the job done. The great
saws and pruners that MVBCH was able
to obtain with Grant monies were
distributed to the group. You could tell
that we are a more mature group as we all
scattered out to find mounting rocks,
holes, and logs.
10:30 am, off we go to reach the Lower Rim Trail. Three persons
headed north to start trimming south and four of us took to the south to
work our way to the north. The plan was to meet in the middle for
lunch. For the most part the existing trail was already cleared for a
biker or hiker but the higher overhead regions were a real mess for an equestrian and in many cases a head
busting hazard. There were multiple large limbs that had to be removed. With the use of hand saws, pruners,
loppers, and one battery operated sawzall we were able to slug thorough
the rough spots.
We met a lone equestrian who praised the trail’s beauty and appreciated
the work we were doing. It was great to see the enjoyment he was having
riding the trails.
We also met a biker who said that he was constantly working this trail and
was so appreciative that we were clearing it today. We had a very nice
encounter and brief discussion with him about the trail.
Well, we finally met in the middle (slick rock) for a 1:30 pm late lunch.
We had a fun lunch with great conversation and discussion on the work
we just accomplished. The Lower Rim Trail at Sage Hen is now ready for everyone to round-up their horses
and take a ride.
Again we all hunted for rocks, stumps, logs, or small indentions to mount and head for the trailers which we
reached around 2:30. All-in-all it was a great day with lots of trail work, camaraderie, and fun, with the
satisfaction that one can now ride this Great trail in safety.

"The horse, with beauty unsurpassed, strength
immeasurable and grace unlike any other, still remains
humble enough to carry a man upon his back." Amber
Senli
Courtesy of Sharon Venne
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Volunteering and Recon Riding
By Jan Gilbert
Volunteerism earns horsemen a seat at the table
where decisions concerning access to public lands
by pack and saddle stock are made.
I wanted everyone to know how the volunteer
hours break out for 2016 for Mesa Verde Back
Country Horsemen.
Lone Mesa State Park
120.5
Forest Service
232.5
BLM
115.75
Mesa Verde National Park
56

Administration
163
Public Meetings
62
MVBCH Tack Sale
515
4CBHC Tack Sale
54
Poker Ride
112.5
Recon Ride
313.50
Miles ridden/recon rides
768
Thanks to everyone that participated in each of
these events. Your time and efforts are much
appreciated by MVBCH.

MVBCH BOARD MEETING
AGENDA
Date: November 15, 2016
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: Southwest Memorial Hospital Meeting Room
Attendance:
Meeting Called To Order:
Reading of Minutes - Approval as presented/Changes:
Treasurer's Report –

New Business:
-Mancos Trails Group meeting– 11/16
-How to help new leaders?
Announcements:
-MVBCH Board meeting December 20, 6:30 p.m., SW
Memorial Hospital Meeting Room

Committee Reports (5 minutes each, further
discussion if needed):
7.
Education – None.
8.
Fundraising - None.
9.
Trail work – None.
10.
Recon – None.
11.
Social – Thankmas

Meeting Adjourned:

MEETING GUIDELINES:
Respect others
Quiet ALL Cell Phones
Be a good listener
Minimize side conversations
Wait to be recognized
Limit personal stories
Allow everyone to participate
Please Honor Everyone’s Time

Old Business:
- Crosscut/chainsaw certification progress –
- BCHCO BOD meeting update and information
- 2017 Leadership Symposium
- Roundtable meeting recap
- Final tools purchase for 2016 BCHCO grant monies
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MVBCH ANNUAL THANKMAS CELEBRATION
DECEMBER 7, 2016 (Wednesday)
5:30 p.m. at Millwood Junction
101 Millwood Ave, Mancos CO

Dinner includes entrée, potato, fresh vegetable, dinner salad, coffee,
tea or soda, dessert and hors d’oerves. Cash Bar available
ENTRE’

COST (Includes tax & tip)

_____ Rib Eye Steak
_____ New York Steak
_____ Sautéed Chicken
_____Grilled Salmon
_____ Pasta (with chicken)
_____ Pasta

$27.00
$27.00
$20.00
$22.50
$20.00
$17.50

NAME(S)___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
(check that the number of entrees = number of names listed)
CONTACT PHONE____________________________________
AMOUNT ENCLOSED___________________

FOR YOUR INFO.
WHAT YOU MUST DO TO ATTEND: Fill out this form with the name(s) of
attendee(s), choose an entrée for each person, and send this
form with payment to MVBCH, P.O. Box 812, Cortez, CO
81321 by DECEMBER 2nd.
Any questions: Lyn 970-882-3094

There will be a $15.00 gift exchange. If you want to participate, please
bring a gift.
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CONGRATULATIONS
JUDITH AND SABRINA
Here is a copy of Judith’s entry for Sabrina for the Annual National Al Khamsa Convention, held in Brighton,
Adams County, Co. in September. Sabrina was presented as a representative of her breeding group, with a
relative of hers from Steamboat Springs. The other mare is black, so the ‘black and white’ mares did a little
routine together.

Livin’ the good life at the Dutch Oven
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Big Game Hunting Planner
2016 & 2017 BIG GAME SEASON DATES — finalized in January each year
2016

2017

Aug. 27–Sept. 25
Oct. 1–28 and
Nov. 9–30 and
Dec. 15–31
Sept. 10–25
Aug. 15–31
Sept. 1–20

Aug. 26–Sept. 24
Oct. 1–27 and
Nov. 8–30 and
Dec. 15–31
Sept. 9–24
Aug. 15–31
Sept. 1–20

Sept. 10–18
Oct. 8–16
Sept. 21–29

Sept. 9–17
Oct. 14–22
Sept. 21–29

Moose
Separate limited elk (1st season)
Combined (deer/elk)(2nd season)
(3rd season)
Combined limited (deer/elk) (4th season)
Plains deer (east of I-25, except Unit 140)
Late plains deer (east of I-25, except Unit 140)

Oct. 1–14
Oct. 15–19
Oct. 22–30
Nov. 5–13
Nov. 16–20
Oct. 29–Nov. 8
Dec. 1–14

Oct. 1–14
Oct. 14–18
Oct. 21–29
Nov. 4–12
Nov. 15–19
Oct. 28–Nov. 7
Dec. 1–14

Rifle Pronghorn (by draw only)

Oct. 1–7

Oct. 7–13

Archery
Deer/elk (west of I-25 and Unit 140)
Plains deer (east of I-25, except Unit 140)

Moose
Pronghorn (bucks only)
Pronghorn (either sex)

Muzzleloader (by draw only)
Deer/elk/moose
Plains deer (east of I-25, except Unit 140)
Pronghorn

Rifle Deer/Elk/Moose

Black Bear
Rifle limited (by draw)
Archery (over-the-counter with caps)
Muzzleloading (over-the-counter with caps)
*Rifle (over-the-counter with caps)

Sept. 2–30Sept. 2–30
Sept. 2–30Sept. 2–30
Sept. 10–18Sept. 9–17
*concurrent with deer/elk rifle seasons

*Note: To participate in the over-the-counter w/caps rifle bear season, a hunter must also hold a deer or elk license that
overlaps with that rifle bear tag by at least one unit and one day of the season. These licenses can be purchased at license
agents, by phone and online through Oct. 14th. Then, they are only available at CPW offices.

2016 Colorado Hunting and Fishing License Fees
Habitat Stamps (non-refundable)ResidentNonresident
Habitat Stamp (valid 4/1–3/31)

$

10

$

10

(Required for persons ages 18–64 buying or applying for a license)

Lifetime Habitat Stamp

$ 300.25

$ 300.25

License Fees* (Note: When applying for a license, an additional $3 non-refundable fee must be submitted with payment.)
Elk, Cow
Elk, Bull or Either Sex
Deer
Moose
Pronghorn, Buck or Doe
Bear
Youth Elk, Deer & Pronghorn (12–17 yrs)
Mountain Lion
Turkey (spring)
Turkey (fall)
Youth Turkey (under 18 yrs)
Small Game (valid 4/1–3/31)
Small Game (1-day)
Youth Small Game (under 18 yrs)
Small Fishing & Game Combo (valid 4/1–3/31)
Fishing (valid 4/1–3/31)
Fishing (5-day)
Fishing (1-day)

$ 46
$ 46
$ 31
$ 251
$ 31
$ 41
$ 10.75
$ 41
$ 21
$ 16
$ 11
$ 21
$ 11
$1.75
$ 41
$ 26
N/A
$9
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$ 466
$ 626
$ 376
$2,081
$ 376
$ 351
$ 100.75
$ 351
$ 101
$ 101
$ 76
$ 56
$ 11
$ 1.75
N/A
$ 56
$ 21
$9

*Refund policy may apply. License Fees include a 25-cent search & rescue fee and a 75-cent Wildlife Education surcharge.
*All non-resident big game licenses are a big game and annual fishing combination license.

2016 Big Game Limited Draw
License Application Deadline

April 5, 2016
See the regulation brochure(s) for hunt codes,
game management unit boundary descriptions,
information on the draw process and more.

2016 Over-the-Counter Licenses
On Sale—July 26, 2016 9:00 a.m.

2016 Leftover Limited Licenses
On Sale—
August 2, 2016 9:00 a.m.
At License Agents and by Phone
August 3, 2016
Online

For Hunter Education Classes (if born on or after
1/1/49) or Replacement Cards . . . . cpw.state.co.us
Customer service staff available 8 a.m.–5 p.m.,
Monday–Friday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (303) 297-1192

COLORADO PARKS & WILDLIFE • 6060 Broadway, Denver, CO 80216 • (303) 297-1192 • cpw.state.co.us

Sell! Sell! Sell!
It’s time to renew your ad and get new vendors’ ads for 2017!
You can have your business card placed in our newsletter. $15.00 for members and $25.00 for nonmembers per year. Tell your friends and associates.
Have anything of a personal nature – tack, horse, saddles – to sell or find a home for? Members can
have your personal ad in our newsletter for free.
Contact Lyn, Lynr1217@msn.com with your ad or business card.
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PREMIUM
WEED-FREE
HORSE HAY
McElmo Canyon grown Equine hay mix.
Grass hay or grass hay/alfalfa mix. $6.00 a bale.
Pre-order and pre-pay to save $1.00 per bale. $5.00 a bale

HORSE
BOARDING
PASTURE
$190.00 per month on weed-free shaded grass pastures with
adjacent access to beautiful McElmo Canyon riding.

Sage Canyon Ranch
(970) 565-8099
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KEEP AN EYE ON THE
WEB SITE!
www.mesaverdehorsemen.com

Starvation Creek 9-27-16

MVBCH MONTHLY CALENDAR
Area Calendar
October 2016
18th – Board Meeting – SW
Memorial Hospital Board Room,
6:30 pm

November 2016
1st – Monthly Meeting – Elk’s Hwy
145, Cortez 7:00 – 2017 Elections
15th – Board Meeting – SW
Memorial Hospital Board Room,
6:30 pm
19th – Trail Work Day

January 2017
3rd – Monthly Meeting – Elks, Hwy
145, Cortez 7:00 pm
17th – Board Meeting

February 2017
7th– Monthly Meeting – Elks, Hwy
145, Cortez 7:00 pm
21st– Board Meeting

December 2016
7th - Thankmas – Millwood Junction.
No monthly meeting
19th – Trail Work Day
20th – Board Meeting – SW Memorial
Hospital Board Room, 6:30 pm

Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen
Mission Statement
1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back country and wilderness.
2. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.
3. To assist the various government and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said
resource.
4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by
horsemen and the general public commensurate with our heritage
5. To foster and encourage individuals to join and participate in their local, State, and National Back
Country Horsemen organization
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Volunteer Hours reporting
Please see below for what constitutes volunteer hours and remember to report them to our
Volunteer Hours Coordinator Jan Gilbert, janssgilbert@gmail.com or on our web site
www.mesaverdehorsemen.com

MVBCH Volunteer Hours Reporting Card (Updated 2015)
Project Name _________________________________________________________________________
Your Name ___________________________________________________________________________
Date of Project ________________________________________________________________________
Number of People Involved w/Names ______________________________________________________
Project Description/BLM/FS/Wilderness ___________________________________________________
Trail Work Hours: Basic __________; Skilled ___________; Recon__________
If Recon, what did you find? What needs to be worked on? Please report this to the Trail Committee Chairs:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Areas of high weed infestation; what kind of weeds; location ___________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Trail Miles - Wilderness ______________; Non-wilderness ______________
Education/LNT Hours __________; Public Meeting Hours __________; Admin Service Hours _________
Travel Time _____________________
Personal POV Miles (No Stock); ________; Stock Hauling Miles ___________
Power Equipment Hours ___________; Heavy Equipment Hours _________________
Quantity of Stock ____________; Number Pack/Saddle Stock Days ____________
Donated Materials Value (Specify) _________________________________________________________
Other Contributions (Specify) ____________________________________________________________
Guidelines:
Skilled Labor: Packing, carpentry, welding, bridge construction, teamster, surveying, blasting, operating heavy
equipment, chainsaw work, crosscut saw work, etc.
Trail Work: Maintenance and construction not requiring skilled labor like brushing, cleaning, trash pickup, grubbing,
water bars, shovel work.
Education: Hours spent for teaching Leave No Trace, or teaching packing, and travel time.
Public Meetings: Includes preparation and presentation time, in addition to travel time and mileage to and from the event.
Trail Miles: Miles ridden.
Travel Time: Actual time from home to project or event and return.
Pack/Saddle Stock Example: Include all days that animals are involved, even if they are not used - animals may be tied up
in camp. (If they were leased, you would pay for them whether you were using them or not.)
Mileage: Do not claim personal mileage in addition to stock hauling mileage for the same project.
Donated Materials: Food, posts and poles, nails, pipe, educational materials, trash bags.
When you are on a ride and pick up litter, do trail work and/or interact with other trail users, this counts. Any type of
volunteer effort will make a difference and help us.
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Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen
2017 Membership Form
Names(s)________________________________________Occupation:______________________________ ___
Name(s)_________________________________________Occupation__________________________________
Mailing
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:___________________ Other:___________________ *E-mail:___________________________________
Referred By: ______________________________________ (Please list how you heard of us!)
*INCLUDING YOUR EMAIL HERE, GIVES YOUR CONSENT TO RECEIVE MVBCH EMAIL BLASTS, AS WELL AS
YOUR CONSENT TO SEND IT TO OUR NATIONAL BCHA ORGANIZATION FOR THEIR MAILING LIST.
Type of Membership (check): New Renewal
 Individual $33 Family $38 Associate/Business $38
Youth $9 (under 18 accompanied by guardian/sponsor)
(Memberships paid October-December include the rest of the current year & all of the next year)

 Education
Social

Please indicate the Committee/s you'd like to serve on:

 Fundraising  Membership
 Trail Work  Public Affairs

Would you be willing to be the COMMITTEE CHAIR? ____Yes
Please make checks payable to: MVBCH or Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen
Mail to: MVBCH, P.O. Box 812, Cortez, CO 81321
LIABILITY RELEASE: As per Colorado Revised Statute 13-21-119, an equine activity sponsor shall not be liable
for an injury to or the death of a participant resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities. No participant or
participant's representative shall make any claim against, maintain an action against, or recover from an equine
activity sponsor or any other person for injury, loss, damage, or death of the participant resulting from any of the
inherent risks of equine activities. I (We) release the Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen, its officers, directors,
members and agents of any and all liability which may arise as a result of injury to my (our) person or property
that may be sustained in connection with the Chapter's activities.
PHOTO RELEASE: I (We) agree to the use of my (our) images taken at Chapter activities and events to be published in
the monthly newsletter, on the web site, in Chapter scrapbooks and/or at any Chapter function.
Yes  No
How do you prefer to receive your monthly newsletter (it’s more cost effective to use email!):
 E-mail  Postal
****If you prefer U.S. Mail, there is an extra $5.00 charge to help with the cost of printing and postage****
Signed:__________________________________________________________ Date:_______________________
Signed:___________________________________________________________Date:______________________
Signed:___________________________________________________________Date:______________________
(All persons 18 years and older included in this membership form must sign this release
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Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen
P.O. Box 812
Cortez, CO 81321

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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